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IMPROVED PUMPING ENGINE FOR WATER WORKS,

We illustrate herewith one of the smaller sizes of an im-
proved duplex pumping engine for water works, manufac-
tured by Messrs. Dean Brothers, of Indianapolis, Ind, The
steam cylinders are 16 inches in diameter, water cylinders 10
inches in diameter, and the stroke 16 is inches. The machine
is capable, we are informed, of delivering 1,000,000 gallons
in 24 hours; or when connections are made with hose to dif-
ferent hydrants, it will throw four 1} inches streams to a
hight of 180 feet, which is sufficient for towns with from
5,000 to 8,000 inhabitants. The manufacturers construct
much larger engines of the same description, capable of de
livering 6 000,000 gallons in 24 hours, or throwing twelve
fire streams from the mains, all working equally well in con.
nection with the reservoir, the stand pipe, or the direct pres-
sure system of supply. Steam is used expansively, and the
larger engines are provided with adjustable cut.offs. The
crank shafts are connected together by a coupling, and the
cranks are set at right angles to each other, so that they may
run very slow without stopping, or may maintain a high
speed without injury. Ail bearings have lsrge areas, and
have means of adjustment in case of wear;the water cylin-
ders are lined with copper; the valve seats are made of gun
metal with noiseless rubber valves, and the larger sizes of
pumps have hand holes for examining or removing the valves.
The piston rods are of steel, and the water piston rods are
covered with brass. The crank shafts are made of hammered
iron, the crank pins of steel, and the cranks of cold blast
charcoal iron. Every part is made of the best material, care-
fully fitted. All the pipes are carried under the floor, as
shown. The steam supply pipe is carried into the bottom
side of the steam chest, and the exhaust pipe leads down be-
tween the pumps. The suction pipe, which is brought up
between the water cylinders, has a vacuum chamber attached,
which is represented between the wheels.
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All the pipes belng out of sight gives the engine room a
very neat appearance and insures a dry floor. In front of
the steam cylinders are three throttle valve stands; the cen-
ter one I8 for running the pumps duplex, the others are for
running them separately.

An Important feature of this duplex pump is that it may
be converted into two single pumps by uncoupling the crank
shaft, which can bedone very quickly, By closing the valves
on one pump, the other may be run alone, This is & point of
considerable advantage, especially where direct pressare is
used, as the supply would be interrupted if the engine were
stopped for a few minutes, and a fire might occur at the
very time the engine is at rest,

We learn that this machinery has been in constant opera-
tion at Union City, Ind., night and day, for over two years,
without stopping, and has never cost a dollar for repairs.
The supply is there kept up by pumping directly into the
mains, and in case of fire the hose is attached to the hy-
drants.

The following cities are also using the duplex pumping en-
gines, which furnish the entire supply of water for fire and do-
mestic purposes : Peoria, Il ; Alton,Ill. ; Charleston, Il ; Bra-
zil, Ind.; Attica, Ind, It is claimed that the engines in Peoria
are showing a saving of 85 per cent in fuel over the machines
previously used. And in all the other cities the machines
are working with great economy, no fire engines being em-
ployed, the hose being attached directly to the hydrants.
The manufacturers (whose address isat junction of Delaware
street and Madison avenue, Indianapolis, Ind.), also make an
excellent variety of steam pumps for general purposes.
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Are Nitrites In Water Caused by Bacteria?
It has generally been supposed that, wherever nitrites
were found in spring or well water, they were formed by

the oxidation of the ammonis. Mensel has recently proved
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that, in many cases at least, the nitrates were converted into
nitrites through the action of bacterin, The following facts
sustain this theoxy : Well water containing no ammonis, and,
when fresh, no nitrites, but some bacteris, after standing &
fortnight gave the reaction for nitrites, In this case, the ni-
trates were the only nitrogenous compounds in the water
when it was fresh. Salicylle, carbolic, and benzoic acids,
alum and table salt, in short all antiseptics and antizymotics,
hinder or retard the formation of nitrites. Water containing
nitrates, did pot, in the presence of bacteris, produce nit-
rites ; they appeared in from 2 to 14 days after adding some
carbohydrate, as sugar, gum, or starch. A few other car-
bonaceous compounds convert nitrates into nitrites, but slow-
ly and weakly. Antiseptics stop this decomposition.

Freshly distilled water, bolled with sugar and saltpeter,
and sealed up while boiling, contained no nitrites after
standing for weeks, because no putrefaction can take place
without bacteria, Patrefyingalbuminoussubstances, brought
into contact with nitrates, yield nitrites,

‘We do not get a correct view of the decomposition going
on in wells rich in saltpeter until we Jook upon the nitrous
acid as the direct product of decomposition. The decompo-
sition of cellulose by means of bacteris, in the presence of
nitrates, proves that saltpeter is not only direct food for the
plant, but, owing to the oxygen in it, performs an important
function in the soil. The decomposition process above de-
scribed is s very extensive one, and elucidates the decay of
plants, as well as many other operations in factcries. The
alkaline nitrates by themselves are not so easily reduced-
and if, nevertheless, the microzos employ their combined
oxygen for oxidation, there is an important difficulty in
regard to the power of bacteris, because on the one hand
they produce oxidation, on the other they deoxidize.

This fact may lead to s new method of combating diseases

which are related to bacterian organisms,

DEAN BROTHERS' PUMPING ENGINE FOR WATER WORKS
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= | the average man would be a Michael Angelo! The basis for
1% | such an estimate of the powers of the coming man is found,
= | strange to £ay, in certain idiots.
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WHAT THE COMING MAN MAY BE,

Clever writers have frequently amused themselves and
their readors by forecasting the future, and prognosticating
the condition of humanity centuries hence. They have ma.
terialized, s0 to speak, the dreams of to-day, and pletured
human life as it might be were those dreams fulfilled. In all
these Utopias, however, the people, though better morally,
more happy soclally, more fortunate politically, and more
powerful through easlly predicted increase of knowledge,
are yot substantinlly the same ns the people of the present,
It is assumed, apparently, that the future progress of man
is to bo mensured by changes In his condition, not by changes
in himself: that, supposing progross to go on in the future
as in the past, the men of 5876 will differ from us in thelr
personal development.

A writer of sufficlent knowledge and liveliness of imagio
ation might plan & more marvelous and, it is hardly too
much to say, more probable Utopia from the standpoint of
psychical rather than material development, pleturing s time
when the average man will be intellectually as superior to us
as we are superior to the less developed man of five thousand
years ago. That there has been a similar increase of human
brain power during tho past few thousand years is as certain
as that thera was a steady increase of brain bulk throughout
theanimal kingdom during the geological ages just preceding ;
and there is no physiologieal or other reason for belioving
that man may not go on perpetually increasing in mental
power.

Measure the iotellectusl gulf between the Australian sav.
age, barely able to count his fingers and having no numerals
sbove two, and a Newton or a La Place, or even the average
man of to-day: then suppose the whole race advanced an
Imagine n race of men so intellectual that

Idiocy is commonly marked by the non-development of
the physical powers, but sometimes by the non-develop
ment of all bat one, in which cases a single faculty appears
to receive the whole of the force evolved, and to develop
enormously at the expense of all the rest. Thus we may ac-
count for the marvelous power in one direction shown by
idiotic prodigies like Blind Tom, whose psychical power is
wholly musical. The idiot painter known as Cat Raphuael
illustrates the same perversion of force in another direction.
He drew and painted cats and kittens of every sort, shape,
aod shade, in every possible position and condition, and
painted them wonderfully well, yet could do nothing else.
[n like manner we have calculating idiots, able to make the
most elaborate calculations almost instantly but utterly un-
able to explain the mental operations involved. Other idiots,

1% | without reference to clock or watch, and without conception

of the object or meaning of divisions of time, are able to tell
the hour and minute at any time, night or day. Still others
show an extraordinary development of verbal mnemory, unac-
companied by other mental power. Though unable to read
or to understand the meaning of many words, they will re-
peat by sound hundreds of verses, lists of words, everything,
in short, that they may hear. Then there are historical pro.
digies, who, though ignorant of history in any just sense, can
give the date of every great battle or other event, repeating
them as isolated facts, devoid of interest and meaving Sim-
ilarly there are mechanical idiots, or rather mechanical gen.
inses who are idiots in all other directions. A few years ago

1% | there was exhibited in Eogland a beautiful model of  ship,

pronounced by competent judges to be a perfect specimen

135 | of paval srchitecture, every detail being proportioned and
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finished with the nicest exactness. It was made by the im.
becile son of a gardener in an interior county. Up to that
time, it is claimed, he had never seen the sea or a ship, his
pattern Leing s printed ship on an old pocket handkerchief.
When his work was nearly finished, he visited a dockyard,
and mede a few changes ia his work. Four years were spent
on this, his sscond attempt at shipbuilding, his first having
failed throngh Ignorance of the fact that wood could be bent
after imwersion in hot water, a trick which he is said to have
discovered by himself. He was taught to copy drawings,
which he did with surprising exactness; yet after all, at the
age of twenty-four he was described as a small headed, large
pupilled idiot, Bo we might go over the whole list of human
faculties, finding illustrations of enormous developments of
each combined with the total lack or non-development of all
other mental powers. The entire force of such individuals
seems, as we said, 1o be turned into a single channel,
Imagine an organism capable of sending an equal amount
of force to ench and all the faculties: & type of humanity in
which the average man should have the memory of some
idiots, the swift and certaln calculation of others, the lin.
guistic, musical, constructive, and artistic faculties of
others. Such a type of man is by no means impossible, by no
means improbable, There have been prodigies in memory,
in calculation, in music, in inventive power, who were up to
the average in all other directions. However excessive the
development of thelr faculties In one direction, it did not
greatly impoverish them in the rest. And as, during the
milleniums past, the human race has been wlowly lifted from
the low intellectunl level of prehistoric savages, so we may
reasonably infer that the race will go on increasing in men.
tal power, until those prophetic hints of what man may be
are all nchioved and overpassed,

A MAN'S WORK,
How best to utilize human labor, and at the same time to
produce the least fatigue, Is one of thoss interesting prob.
lems in industrial mechanies which every inventor of ma.

— ——
consider, and to which every employer of men for the ke
of their brute muscular streogth is obliged to give some 5
tention. It is & common error to belleve that, In order ts pro.
duce a given amount of work,s man always expends & give,
amount of power, and to recognize this Is the first
toward a correct estimation of & Jan’s muscular “Plbﬂl\,,
Appropriate rests are absolute necessitios to the human m,.
chine, and it is by intermittent, not continuous, effort thay ita
best work is produced. One man Isboring ten hours and
taking intervals of repose will produce more fores and ge.
complish more work with less fatigue than another g
boring eight hours with shorter or less frequent rests, the
notual time spent in working in both cases belng equal. By
on the other hand,during the periods of absoluts work regu.
Inrity is & necessity, a fact clearly shown by the govarp.
ment of soldiers on long marches, where the drum to whick
the feet keep time is a wonderful agent for repressing fatigus,
slmply because it ensures regularity of motion. 8o alsg g
rowing in & long race experience has proved the advantage
of a clockwork regularity of stroke with a brief bmlbll‘
spell between each pull. In fact it appears that men wil]
naturally fall into this cadence, as witness the blows deliy.
ered by Inborers with sledge hammers upon rock drills, and
the peculiar timed “‘hup” which each will aspirate as his
implement falls, or the tendency which sailors have to break
into ncadenced singsong when pulling a standing haul on &
rope. A more curious instance in this same regard is found
in the power of dancing; nothing but the repeated rests and
the regular movements will explain the ability of women, to
whom ordinarilya walk of amileinlength is & severe task,
to dance during a period of five or six hours, and this at o
time when Nature is most exhausted, owing to deprivation
of sleep.

The best application a man can meke of his power is
through his legs, for the muscles of those members are not
only absolutely but relatively stronger than those of the
arms. In other words, after work, the fatigue produced in
both sets of muscles being equal, the leg muscles will have
performed more useful labor than those of the arms., And
further, the nearer we imitate & natural movement the better
do we apply the power, therefore a walking motion of the
legs, at & velocity equal to that of an ordinary guit, and sp-
plied to levers, is probably the most effieacious application of
human force for steady work.

As to the absolute power of & man, expressed in pounds to
be lifted or in similar terms, exact data are obviously impos-
sible, even foran average individual. An interesting series
of experiments were conducted on this subject some time ago
in France, and these, we believe, give & falr approximstion.
The heaviest load & man of strength can carry for s short dis-
tance is placed at 310 pounds. All s man can carry habitao-
ally—as a soldier his knapsack—walking on level ground is
132 pounds, and this is an extreme load, we should judge.
Or he can carry an aggregste of 1,518 pounds over 3,200 feet
as a day’s work,under like circumstances. If he ascend lad-
ders or stairs—as do hod carriers—thea he can carry but 121
pounds continuously, and his dsy’s work caonot exceed 1,283
pounds raised 3,200 feet high. With regard to the effort and
the velocity which a man can produce by pulling or pushiog
with his arms, it has been found that,under the most favora-
ble circumstances and for continuous work,an effect exceeding
from 26 4 to 33 pounds raised from 1'8to 2 1 feet per second
cannot be gained, and this is equal to about § horse power,

-
THE OIL RESOURCES OF AFRICA.

It is hardly possible to study the progress which has been
made during late years, inthe art of utilization of previously
wasted substances, without being impressed with the anoms-
lous course which the world has followed, relative to the
vast natural products of Africa. To the economist the ques-
tion may well suggest itself whether an energy and skill akin
to that which scientific men have expended in
sundry of these utilizing processes, if devoted to devis-
ing means for developing the resources of the great and al-
most unknown continent, would not have ylelded results far
more valuable to mankind in the increass of raw material
placed at its disposal. A striking instance is found by com-
paring the Inbor devoted to the extraction of fatty matters
and grease of all kinds—Ilabor (Including the long voyagesof
the whaler, the sinking of wells in the ofl.bearing earth, and
the manifold operations known to chemistry) dependent on
countless varying circumstances—with the fact that for
miles along the West Coast of Africa, extending between Cape
Blanco and St. Paul de Loando, there are vast forests of
palms, the oleaginous fruit of which has for centuries rotted
unused upon the ground. The palm forests back of the
coast line between Cape Palmas and Elmina are said to be
practically inexhaustible ; end so also,in the neighborhood of
total export of the palm oil tc England exceeds, it is said, L
50,000 tuns, or & value of $10,000,000 per annum; bat it =
will readily be seen that this represents an exceedingly small
commerce compared to what might be the case were the
enormous resources fully or even moderately utilized. The
Fernando Po oll crop, as an example,seldom equals 400 tuns
por monum, although 4,000 might easily be produced.

The difficulties in the way of the development above in-
dicatod are the unhealthiness of the country, and the mo-
nopolles controlled by slave dealers. One of the latter
the eutlre right to a large and valuable region by payk
lK": of Dahomey $10,000n year. The iniquity.
¥ Is incroased says a recent writer,by the
traders 1o give palm oil to this trader at .':'u.m
king himself, without reference to market prices. The
alty of non-compliance with the king's command is dec

chines based on man power as & molor is called upon to

tion. Trade is carried on by the most primitive means.
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Bonny, which is now the greatest palm oll market on the

‘Waest Coast,the manila,.a bronge coln from Birmingham, Eng-
» Dot unlike a bracelet in shape and #ize, 18 the current
medinm for money; in Old Calabar, the currency is copper
wire and brass rods,about three feet in length and bent dou-
blo; on the Guines const, gold dust in used, and one tribe
nsos strips of iron tied up in bundles of elght or ton pleces,
The fruit from which the oil is obtained grows in the form
of n large cone, about the size of & man's hat, It Iy covered
with loog spines which protect the nuts, the latter being
about the size of & Iarge olive and of a desp golden color. The
palm treo forests,in the midst of which most of the factories
oxist,are sald to be very picturesque. The trees, which tower
to an enormous hight, are as thick as it is possible for them
to be, forming in some places large and lmpassable clumps,
and in others opening in wide and tortuous vistas. The
trunks are often covered at the lowor part with tufts of
lovely fern, the emerald green of whoso long fronds, as they
droop gracefully to the earth, forms a beautiful contrast to the
somber brown of the trunks which they ornament. In the
open 5pots in the forests, the factories, mere collections of
huts, are built. In Dahomey, the nuts, when gathered, are
thrown into & trough formed by marking off a small area
about six feet square beating down the earth to form a floor
and enclosing it in & wall aboat 18 inches high, Into this
receptacle the husks are thrown, to be trodden under foot
by women until the husks and the oll which exudes to-
gother form a kind of putty. The mass Is then thrown into
vessels of hot water, when the oll rises to the top and is
skimmed off. In Fernando Po, it is the practice to let the
nuts rest in heaps until almost putrefied; hammering with
stones follows, and then simmering of the pulp in a kettle,
after which the women squeeze out the oil with their hands,
The men do not engage in the manufacture, thelr labor end-
ing with the climbing of the trees and shaking down of the
fruit, It will be observed that the outside of the nut only
enters into the process. The kernel separatoly ylelds a so-
called black oil, and forms the staple of u trade with Eng-
land, where the hard portion is subjected to the action of
powerful crushing machines.

0il from the palm nut, is, however, by no means the only
fatty product to be obtained from rank African vegetation.
No one has ever estimated the vast resources of this descrip-
tion, which abound in the countries bordering on the river
Niger; and it is only in the shape of experimental and com-
paratively small exports that we get a glimpse of them.
From Senegambia and Guinea come Touloncumwa sil,used by
the uatives for anointing their bodies, and for burning in
lamps, and Galam oil, a natural vegetable butter very much
used in Africa for preparing food. The castor oil 'plant
grows wild with great luxuriance in Senegambia; and
throughout Wess Africa there is an immense yield of pea or
ground nuts, which already has given rise to a large com-
merce. In the northern part of the continent and especislly
Algerin, there are enough olive trees to supply, if fully de-
veloped, the demand of all Euarope. The province of Kabyle
is one enormous olive tree forest. The cocoanut palm grows
in immense forests in Zanzibar, where its fruit is exported
to France and Eogland, for making stearine for candles.
The trickilia capitata on the Zambesi produces small black
seeds which contain a large quantity of solid fat. The
“forna” nut of Central Africa yields an excellent oil for
culinary purposes, and is cultivated by the patives. A tree
discovered by Dr. Kirk on Lake Nyassa also gives a rich
oil, which even the natives have not utilized.

There is no doubt but that, in the gradusl progression of
commercial colonies for the development of the resources we
bave indicated, the most rapid means for opening up the
interior of Africa,will be found. Such expeditions as those of
Stanley and of other isolated explorers,though they may add
to our knowledge of other resources, do nothing toward
their utilization, but rather only show us how great is the
task which civilization sooner or latter must accomplish, in
overcoming the natural obstacles of a neglected continent.

ANOTHER NEGLECTED INDUSTRY---MUsHROOM RAISING.

We have never been able to understand why mushrooms
are such an expensive delicacy in this country. Every va-
riety of the toothsome fungus—seven the Italian mushroom,
the most delicious of all—grows wild in our pastures or can
be raised In our climate with very little care, And yet,
those who most use mushrooms, the hotel and restaurant
proprietors, buy the French canned goods, save for a short
time in the aatumn when a small supply of fresh mushrooms
are obtainable, French mushrooms cost all the way from 50
cents o §1 for a little can, at retail; and to buy a small
basket of fresh mushrooms, even in our large markets, is
sather 1o overtax the average pocket, Stlll we have picked
thom by the pailful in Connecticut cow and horse pastures;
but the natives looked askance at our eating them; and as
to cultivating the ** toadstools,” the ldea to their mind was
preposterous,

Now, with all due deference to our excellent farmers who
think as above, we venture to affirm that, if & fow of them
would set about this cultivation on a large scale, and offer
the products in the cities, they would find a ready sale, and
realize quite a Iarge profit. Occaslonally a florist makes a
mushroom bed in his greenhouse, and lovers of the delicacy
sometimes cultivate it in a small way in thelr conservatories
nod collars: but with the exception of the effort made by
the lats Professor Blot, that prince of French cooks, who
came to this country as a missionary to reform us from dys.
pepsin-breeding pie and fried meat, wo know of no attempt
belng made here st thelr cultivation on a commercial seale.
The professor built wooden structures under grownd, and
they decayed ; then he grow tired of his projeet and let it
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dio through neglect, hafore any of its results, good or bad,
could be seen, Near Parls, Blot had seen immenss cases,
from 20 to 00 feet In depth, filled with mushroom beds, the
length of all of which beds together in one year aggrogated
over 21 miles; sod he know well that often a single building
stono quarry, in the excavations of which the beds were lo.
eated, sont 8,000 pounds of mushrooms dsily into the French
metropolls. No wonder, then, seeing the utterabsence of the
fuogus from our markets, that he perceived an opening for a
luerative business in its cultivation.

The reader who msy wish to try mushroom culture in a
small way—which ho had best do as a beginning—will find
his cellar, If he dwells in the city, or any convenient out-
house, if in the country, a suitable place for a few beds.
The material required is horse manure, which must be
sweated by gentle and careful fermentation for a week or a
fortnight, until most of the rank straw and grass is decom-
posed, Turn over the mass every two days, and by the end
of about & fortnight it will be partislly fermented, no longer
offensive to smell, and in fact aweet enough to be placed in
the cellarof a dwelling, An average depth of a foot or eigh-
teen inches mukes n good bed, which should be about a yard
wide, with its contents well packed.. The shape is imma-
torial, It 1y useless for the cultivator to prepare his own
spawn, as it ean be purchased very cheaply from nursery-
men, at from 15 cents to 25 cents a pound. The quality, how-
over, is important. (Good spawn can be told by the minute
white threads which permeats it in all directions, and these
should not be too far developed, A reliable dealer will have
the right kind. The spawn is first broken into bits about 1§
inches or o In cubic contents, care being taken that each
piece has the white threads running throngh it. These frag-
ments are planted in the manure at a depth of 3 inches, and
placed about 4 Inches apart. Then the bed is firmly ram-
med down with a spade or mallet, and about ten inches of
good lonm packed hard and smooth on top, the surface lastly
being covered with hay or straw. Care should be taken
that the cellar or outhouse selected is sufficiently sheltered, so
that & constant temperature of from 55° to 60° Fah. is main-
tained in it. The mushrooms will appear in about six weeks,
and the beds will bear for from one to three months, accord-
ing to the quality of spawn, strength of manure,etc. Water
only about once a fortnight and then sparingly; the tempera.
ture of the water should not be below 60° Fah.

In plucking the mushrooms pull out the stalk, as, if left,
it is liable to decompose and injure succeeding crops. In-
stead of beds as described,the manure can be packed in boxes
or tubs to within 2 or 8 inches of the surface,and loam added
above. The difficulty with box culture is, however, that the
heat does not remain constant, though this may be compen-
sated for by plunging the boxes up to the rims in decompos-
ing manure during the preliminary stages of the growth
within. Mushrooms have been grown well on & warm shelf
in a kitchen, and excellent crops have been obtained from
beds made on shelves in a stable where the heat of the
animals supplied the needed warmth. In summer it is only
necessary to make & bed in the coolest and shadiest portion
of the garden; this should be covered,to keep it moist and to
protect it from the ravages of rats, mice, and snails, all of
which will greedily eat the young fungus,

There are some valuable treatises on mushroom culture
extant, from which those who contemplate extended cultiva-
tion can obtain full instructions. The cultivation, however,
is so simple that very little skill is required to conduct it.

Some years ago, the Royal Horticultural Society, in Eng-
land, made strenuons efforts to popularize the mushroom, and
offered prizes for collections of fungi, and gave numbers of
excursions and dinners in which the mushroom was substita.
ted for meat, Bat little success attended these efforts, main.
ly on sccount of the difficulty found in distinguishing the
genuine and safe mushroom from the dangerous and poison-
ous fungi, xnd also on account of a popular prejudice which
looks upon any fungus as a mere sign of noisome decay. Of
course when raised from reliable spawn, danger from eating
the mushrooms is not to be apprehended; but it is unsafe

to collect from pastures fungi for edible purposes unless one
is familiar with the subject,
CAN WE PROTECT OUR BANK VAULTS!

Seven armed men recently entered the house of the cash.
ier of the Northampton National Bank, at Northampton,
Mass., and compelled that officer at the muzzle of the pistol
to reveal the combination of his safe vault. Then they
bound and gsgged him and his entire family of seven per.
sons, quietly waited until the bank’s night watochman had de.
parted, opened the vault and safe, and stole $750,000 in eash
and securities. The annals of crime can show few more au.
dacious robberies than this, nor do we know of one which
has excited a wider spread feeling of insecurity or & more
general distrust of all modern burglar-proof devices. Cer.
tain it is that no lock, however intricate, is safe so long as the
mesans of opening it is in the hands of any one person; for
no man, however brave, can withstand the persuasions of &
night attack on his family and of & cold pistol barrel pressed
against his temples in order to make him hand over his keys
or divulge the information demanded. It may woll be asked
If séven men can plan and successfully carry out such a
scheme, whether twice seven men could not perpetrate even
n more gigantio robbery ; and when we consider the matter in
the Jight of the elaborate precautions taken by the thieves
and their intimate knowledge, which they spend woeks In no.
quiring, of & marked point of attack (all detailed recently by
& convict captured in a similar undertaking), it Is but natural
at first to doubt the safety of any bank or strong box. But
on the other band, it is reasonably certain that, if the North.

awpton bauk people had been s vigilant as the thieves, the

robbery could not have occurred ; and it seems to us that, if
the means which Science offers for protecting our valuables
were fully used, such robberles wonld be Impossible, or st
the least be very difficult, of perpetration. Buppose, for in-
stance, & chronometer lock had been In setion on the North.
amption safe. Then what would bave availed the binding
and gagging of the family of the unfortunste eashier, and an
nganult on hls person, since he would have been ns power-
less as the thieves to enter the stronghold? At a certain time
enxt day, when all the employees of the bank would be at
their desks, the safe could be opened ; untll then, if properly
made, nobody could stir its doors, HRendering it the duty
of two bank officers, one as & check on the other, to assurs
themselves that that lock was in working order at the last
thing before closing the bank for the night, would prevent
any tampering with the mechanism ; and should the lock be
inoperstive, the very circumstance would instantly suggest
extra vigilance during the night and until the difficulty could
be remedied,

Another safeguard is found In never trustiog the mesns of
opening the safe to a single individusl, & plan frequently
adopted in banking institutions in cities, There might be,
for instance, three locks to & door; and the key or the com-
bination which throws back each could be in the possession of
a different officer, so that no one of the trio could enter alone.
This would necessitate the robbers intimidatiog three per-
sons instead of ome. Or the knowledge of s combipation
might be kept & secret, by the president, for example, and the
cashier possess only a key to be used in connection with the
combination.

There is much safety to be found in properly constructed
electric devices. Why, for example, has not somebody in-
vented a thief catcher—a couple of metal knobs which
must necessarily be turned in attempting to open a door? At
night, lead a powerful interrupted battery current to those
knobs. When the burglar grabs them they will grab him,
for he cannot let go, as every one knows who has tried to re-
lease the handles of the simple magneto-electric machines
from which itinerant scientists at country fairs offer to ad-
minister shocks for & penny or two each. The burglar, be-
sides, will get so thorough s shaking that he would convert
himself into an alarm, and yell loud enough to awaken any
somnolent neighborhood. Electric wires might be laid from
every door in the bank to convey an alarm, say to & polica
station or any other desired point;and if those wires were so
placed that catting them in advance could quickly be told
through the breaksge of the circuit, tampering with them
could be found out in time and proper precautions taken.

It has been suggested that the next advance of the thieves
will be & day attack on a bank, through the use of an ex-
ploding shell tossed in among the clerks, and & rush for the
funds in the confusion. For this, the only remedy appesars to
be constant watchfalness, or the encasing of the people hand-
ling money in a separate armored room, and not divigirg
them by a mere wood and glass partition from the crowds
which often congregate outside the tellers’ windows. We
have some banks in our mind whose counting rooms are very
poorly suited to withstand an attack of the above kind.

We think that there is abundant ingenuity in this cousn-
try to provide means of frustrating the smartest and most
sudacious of burglars: and that if inventors will set sbout
it, devices much more efficacious even than those which have
occurred to us can be produced. At any rate it is hardly time
to suggest the abolition of banks, as does a daily contempo-
rary of this city,and thus admit that we are ontwitted by ras-
cals, until we have seen what the inventors can do, and cer-
tainly not before we have fairly tried the safeguards with
which we are already provided.

REMARKABLE PUMPING ENGINES,

We publish in this week's SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN STPPLE-
MENT (No. 9) two pages of engraviogs illustrative of the re-
warkable steam pumpiog machinery, lately comspleted at
Hammersmith, Evgland, by Mesars. Gwynne, for the drain-
age of the Ferrara Marshes, Northern Italy.

The tract to be drained covers an area of 200 miles. The
machinery we allude to is calculated to discharge 456,000
gallons of water per minute, or 656,640,000 gallons per day;
being about six timea the capacity of the Croton Aqueduct of
this city, which is able to deliver 110,000,000 of gallons per
day. The water delivered by these remarkable pumps forms a
stream 108 feer wide and 4 feet deep, having a speed of two
miles an hour; one day’s delivery would fill & reservoir ons
wilo square to a depth of 3 feot 9 inches. In view of the
completion and successful operation of gigantic and economi-
cal machinery like this, the dralnsge of the Zuyder Zee, in
Holland, which is about to be commenced,is rendered a com:
paratively oasy task. The Zuyder Zee area to be drained is
750 square miles. Splendid models of the abovementioned
machinery are to be exhibited in the British department of
the Centennial Exhibition.

Tmproved Lantern Galvanometer,
In the arrangement recommended by Professor Nipher, an
astatio system of needles is used, supported by silk fiber.
The distance between these is four inches, and the system is
pleced over the lens of a vortieal lantern. The image of the
lower needlo is thrown upon the screen. The upper one is
out of focus and is invisible. The needles are detlected by
two colls situated on each side of the upper needle, and out
of the field of view. The distance between the coilsis va-
ried to any desired extent to adapt the instrument to the dif-
forent carrents. The connections sre such that the instra.
ment can be instantly used in measuring electrioal resistan-

ces. The resistance can be diminished in working with the
thermo-currents,or increased with ordinary galvanio currenty,




8  passage, b, Arranged along the top of the cylinder
15 & series of tubes, d, vertically disposed and of such a hight
a8 to have their upper extromities lovel with the top row of
Doller tabes, The last tubs, 7, Fig. 2, is carried somewhat
‘higher, and differs from the others in having an open orifice,
‘the Intter having their apertures partially closed by a perfo-
rated cover, All the tubes, d, are secured in the oylinder by
‘cast iron riveted rollers, r, and washers of wrought iron, ¢,
This armngement admits of the easy insertion of
the cylinder through the passage, b, while the
tubes may be attached or removed by entering
the boiler after the oylinder is in place,

The foed water passes in by the pipe, ¢, and
rises in the tubes, d, after filling the cylinder,
escaping at the orifices of the tubes, and gradual-
1y fills the boiler. During this time it becomes
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12. We want ten people where there is but one all over
this fertile valley to eat our produce and save the millions
annoally expended in shipping it away. — Engincering
News,

Cosinn,

Thisls the name given to & carious new dye prepared by
Dr. Caro,of Stuttgart,Garmany. Whenphthalic acid, obtained
by the oxidation of naphthalin and resorcin, which is pre-
pared by heating assafatida with alkalies, are heatod to-
gether,a fluorescent subgtanoce s prodaced, From the Iatter,
treated with reducing agents, fluorescin, a colorless base
is derived. Thie new dye stufl is produced from fluorescin

by treatment with bromine in combinstion with potash, and

6, 18y6.
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English Grease Butter,
The butter and cheese dealers of this city, who opposad
oleomargarin in the markets on the alleged ground of ity
boing used as an adalterant for genuine butter, instead of
its being sold on its own merits, will seem to most peoply
ultra fastidious beside their Eoglish and Scotch brethren,
who have permitted the existence of such an establishment
as the (lasgow News recently has unearthed. That journal
discovered a trade circular issued by a firm established in
Leith and Glasgow, offering to reclaim old butter, however
foul, and to return the same increased in weight, ava costof
$1.87 per ewt., in casks. Reporters, personating customers,
prepared for treatment asample of the following delectabls
mixture : A Coleraine butt of grease butter, sold !orlnbﬁuting
purposes, was purchased, and there was incorpo.

rated with it a small quantity of Russian tallow,

some of which had passed through the printing

office machinery, and had absorbed particles of

blacklead and mineral oxides from contact with

the bearings of the shafting. A common tallow

candle, from which the wick had been removed,

heated, and the impurities settle at the bottom of
the oylinder. To remove the deposit, a pipe, A,
the lower part of which is channeled, and which
has & valve, g, on its forward end, is placed near
the lower part of the cylinder, On opening the
valve, g, the pressure of steam in the generator
forces out the contents of the tube, together with
& quantity of water, which last is, however, com-
pensated for by the supply which enters from the
vertical tubes, d. The last tube, f, through its
having an open upper orifice for the admission of
steam, serves to sugment the force of the cur-
rent which, on the evacuation of the deposit, is
produced in the rear part of the apparatus, and
to render the same uniform through the tube, 4.
At the same time the tube, 7, acts as & kind of
safety valve in case of obstructions choking the
other tubes,

— - -
New Industries Wanted,

was also added. The compound and the tallow
candle were carefully melted into the greass but-
ter; and notwithstanding the offensive character
of these additions, the butter was so decomposed
as completely to disguise them. Thus prepared,
the firkin was sent to the works, with & request
that it be turned into ‘‘lumps of a bright yellow
color, for sale in the Eoglish market, and with a
stubble-grass smell.” The firm characterized the
sample as very bad, but promised to do their best
with it. In the course of & few days the buster
was returned re-converted, its weight on return
being 514 1bs.,, sgainst 474 Ibs. when sent for
treatment., Were it not for some mineral parti-
cles discovered on strict examination, it would
hardly bave been possible to have identified the
sample, 8o remarkable was the changein the
whole composition. These statements are veri-
fied by the city analyst, who described the origi-
pal butter as ‘“in the last stage of rottenness,
having a disgusting odor, covered with green

We want in the Mississippi valley the initial
step towards the following new industries of her
people:

1. Linen manufacture, to save the flax now wasted, also
to save the $25,000,000 annually sent abroad for Jinen goods.

2. The growth of sugar beets and their manufacture into
sugar, to give employment to our people at home, and save
the $100,000,000 in gold now paid to other nations for sugar.

8. The manufacture of earthen, stone, and china ware, to
save the $10,000,000 annually psid to foreign nations.

4. Leather manufacture, gloves, ete., to save the $10,000,-
000 of gold sent abroad.

5. The manufacture of silk, to save $25,000,000 in gold
enuuslly sent to France,

6. The manufacture of watches, watch movements, and
materials, to save the £3,000,000 in gold annually paid for
these things.

PAUCKSH'S FEED WATER PURIFIER —Fig 1.

its solutions in alcohol are of a delicate rose color in trans-
mitted,and & pure yellow in reflected,light. The shades pro-
duced on wool, also on silk, resemble those of cochineal. On
silk, the dye shows red or yellow sccording as the fabricis
viewed. The material is now very expensive, being worth
§100]a 1b.

American Potatoes Abroad.

The Journal of the Royal Agricuitural Society, of late is-
gue, contains a valusble article, by Mr. H. W. Bates, F.S.L.,
on the Colorsdo potato beetle. Mr. Bates thinks that the
introduction of the pest into England is not at all probable,
and doubtless the opinions which he advances will do much
toward removing the uneasiness felt regarding, as well the
restrictions laid upon the importation of, American potatoes

mold, and maggotty.”

It was found that the establishment was doing
& large business and producing 8,020 1bs. daily, which was
sold over the entire kingdom. What the treatment consisted
in is not explained. Oleomargarin at least was clean, and
its ingredients, so far as our examinstion extended, were

pure.
A Now COrystallized Hydrate of Hydrochlorie Acld,
There is an abundant crystallization produced in hydro-
chloric acid at —138° Fah., when a current of nearly dry hy-
drochloric acid gas is passed through it. The authors de-
duce & new way of making s freezing mixture by mixing ¢
parts of snow with 1 part commercial hydrochloric acid.
The temperature obtained will be —25:6° Fah. By previously
cooling the acid to —5° or —4" Fuh., a temperature of —31°
Fah. will be reached. This is difficalt to maintain, but —18°

i f

7. The manufacturs of tin plate to save t !
£¢1d annaally paid out for them, T AU
“8‘- We want an Increase in the manufacture of cotton goods

elp save the §50,000,000 in gold annually paid o sup
port the people of othar nations.

9. An increase in the manufacture of glass and glass ware,
1o save _“" $6,000,000 annually sent abrosd.

10. We want an increase in the manufsctare of woolen
goods to give employment to our people and save the §50,-
ooo,ooo. in gold annually paid to support the people of other
W11, We want an Incresse in smaller manufactares of all

kinds o keep the peopls empliyed and rich, and hungry for
the farmer's products,

abroad, ‘‘ American polatoes,” ho says, *‘ are imported into
Britain only for seed purposes, and in remarkably clean con-
dition. Newly arrived casks which I saw opened contained
not a particle of refuse, and no pellet of soll large enough to
contain & hybernating beetle.” If, however, beotles should
fly on board ship, In the harbor of New York, and find n
saug lodging for the voyage, they might fly off at Liverpool ;
but even in this ultra-hypothetical case. Mr. Bates thinks
"“there Is little probability of thelr propagating and sproad.
ing in this country.”

&

Trrsurest remedy for chapped hands is to rinse them well

after washing with soap, and dry them thoroughly by apply-
ing lndian meal or rice powder,

PAUCKSH'S FEED WATER PURIFIER —Fig. 2

or —15" Fah. may be steadily kept by successive

of snow and slightly cooled nold. —MM. J. Pierre
Puehat,

additions
=

—e
Tite black dogwood or the berry-bearing alder make the
best charcosl, willow is next, and common alder third
mank.  Small wood of about ten years growth Is in all
to be preferred for charcoal for making gunpowder.
and willow of this age will be probably 4 or § inches
aweter, dogwood about 1 inch. ¢ Shal

- —
Tix kangaroo hins been introduced on several Iarge &

in France, and Is now hunted in that m.'ﬂi .
readily adapts itself to the olimate, S
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PORT'S IMPROVED WRENCH.

We illustrate herewith a new and simple form of wrench,
ensily and swiftly adjustable, and so constructed as to fnsure
strength and at the same time
lightness, It is mado of steel ;
but it is claimed that, owing
toits coostruction and the
small amount of metal there-
in employed, 1t Is no more
costly than an iron wrench of
common form. It can be pro-
duced, wo are informed, by
special machinery, so that the
corresponding parts of any
number of wrenches of the
same size may be interchange-
able.

The standing jaw s secared
upon two cylindrical columns,
A, which are rigidly held,
and which also serve as guide
bars for the moving jaw, B,
The latter is caused totra
verse by the screw, C; sald
sorew passes through a female
thread in the jaw, and is rota-
ted by turping the handle in
which its straight shank is
embedded, and festened by
the nut shown at the lower
extremity. The arrangement
of the two columns or guide
bars is one well calculated to
give the tool strength and
stiffness, since, when strain
is applied, neither bar can
bend without the other also
bending ; and this is a condi-
tion which the construction
renders practically impossi-
ble. The screw actsas anad-
ditional bar, re.inforcing the

W U =

3

The device as a whole, as the engraving plainly shows, is
ingeniously simple, and it appears to be abundantly able to
withstand severe strain,

Patented November 30, 1875, by Mr. Henry Port, of Sta-
ten Island, N. Y. For further information relative to salo
of rights or of wrenches, address Mr. John A. Amrein, Sink-
ing Spring, Pa.

IMPROVED LATHING MACHINE.
Mr. Charles B. Trimble, of New York city, has recently
patented the apparatus illustrated herewith, the object of
which is to facilitate the operation of lathing buildings for

& Figs
A 2 !
)
o -5
b I e
2 z
L/ | s
o { -
S
3 ||§ ~‘l|.§ |
%

'\q,[[::\ S D)
.
y

1
QS
@

£l

=9 kT 1) « |
l \/DL——/ ;’C;L./éf“

plastering. It conslsts of u case for holding the lath in po-
gition, and of & machine for clamping and taking up the lath
and placing themon the wall or ceiling,

Fig. 118 & top view of the clamp Inid upon the first tler of
Iath in the case, the left hand clamp being turned to clamp
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one end of the Iath, the other clunp lming nmly o bo tunml

Fig. 2 is an edge view of the case and olamp, looking in the
direction Indicated by arrow 1, Fig, 8 is s verticsl section
of Fig. 1, looking as indleated by arrow 2, from the line,
z 2. A isthe case, composed of bottom, B, and two sldes, C
D, of square or rectangular form, and of sutficlent bight to
contain one or more tiers of Iath, arranged anshown in the
engraving. E is the lath, which is about 4 feet in length,
about 14§ inches wide, and § inch in thickness, These piecesare
arranged in the ease in the position they are to occupy when
nailed on the wall or ceiling, The tlers of Iath rest on hinged
bars, F, and are separated by the wedge shaped pins, G. On
the bottom of the case are two stationary barms, H H, over
which the other bars rest, ay seen In Fig. 2. The lath, be-
ing thus placed in the case, are taken up by the clamps, and
Inid upon the joist or studs, in the same position they ocou-
pied when in the case. There are two sets of gripes, I I,
which are arranged to support each of the ends of the lath

These clamps are attached to an oblong frame, J, and consist
of a series of buttons, K, Fig. 8, having shanks, L, which
pass up through the frame, and receive each an arm, m.
These arms are connected together by means of the fist bars,
N. The bars are attached to the central bars, O, to themid.
dle of which are attached the handles, P, by means of which
the central bars, O, and the arms are turned. These bars,
O, and the handles, P, are placed in the middle of the oppo

site sides of the frame, J, so that the frame, J (with clamps),
will balance when lifted, One half of the arms, m, of each
clamp extends outside and half inside of the frame, J, 5o
that when the handles aro turned the arms are thrown in op-
posite directions, butso as to turn all the buttons, k, in one
direction, to either take up or release the laths, As seen in
Fig. 8, a tier of lath is supported by the buttons. When the
buttons are turned so that their sides are parallel with the
lath, the latter are released. Q are springs attached to one
or both sides of the frame, J, the ends of which bear upon
the separate pieces of Iath to hold them in place. R R are
spring hooks to be used in lathing overhead, which engage
with the firrings on the celling for supporting the frame,
while the other end is held up by the bottom engaging with
the lath already on. ‘‘ By means of this apparatus,” says
the inventor, ‘“labor and time are saved, as the lath can be
Isid very expeditiously, and the spaces between them are
made of uniform width.”

-
IMPROVED SUBMERGED CURRENT WHEEL.
The water motor illustrated in the annexed engraving is
intended to be entirely submerged, to be operated by the
action of the current or tide
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Fig. 1 shows & cross section of the wheel, taken through
the line, » @, in Fig. 3. Fig. 2 is a top view, with the cover
removed. A represents the shaft to which the wheel is at
tached, the lower end of which is designed to revolve in &
step in a simple frame secured in the bed of the stresm.
The upper end of the shaft is designed to extend above high
water wark, and with it is connected the gearing to give mo-
tion to the machinery to be driven. Totheshaft, A, atsuit-
able distance apart, are secured two dizks, B, between which
the buckets, C, sre placed, and to which the upper and low-
er edges of said buckets are sttached. The buckets are ver-
tical, are thicker at their inner ends, taper to an edge at
their outer ends, and are curved, as shown in Fig. 2. The
inner ends of the buckets, C, do not extend quits to the cen-
ter of the shaft, so as to leave & clear space around the shaft,
A. With this construction, the water will enter st one side
of the wheel, and escape at the other side, giving it an im-
pulse both times, and will rotate the said wheel in the same
direction, in whatever direction it may be flowing.

Patented November 23, 1875. For further particulars, as
to sale of patent, ete., address Mr, John J. Hill, Hayden's
Ferry, Arizona Territory

The Sclentific American In the FPulplt,

An esteemed correspondent, writing from St. Louls, Mo,,
staton that, in one of the Catholic churches thers, during an
interesting discourse upon the best methods of avolding evil
influences and prowmoting practical goodness, the speaker took
oconslon to enution his hearers against the reading of trashy
papoers.  “If,” said the preacher, “‘you want a first olass
paper, get the SciexTivic AMERICAN. The proprietors of
such journals are public benefactors.” To which, we have
no doubt, & quarter of & million of our readers will heartily

sny : Awen,

A SIMPLE FORM OF BLOWPIFE.

The simple method of obtaining & continuous self-acting
blast for blowpipe work, shown in our illustration, was de-
vised by J. Landauer,
of Braunschwelg, Ger
many, and described in
& late number of the
Berichte der Deutschen
Gesellsehaft eu Berlin,
It conslsts of two spa-
clous bottles, A and B,
connected by an India
rubber tabe, . One,
A, Is filled with water
and placed on s shelf
above the working ta-
ble; the other, B, Is
closed by a perforated
rubber stopper, from
which a tabe, D, leads
tothe blowpipe, E, sup-
ported on & standard,
G. As the water flows
from A to B, the air in
Bis compressed, and a
jet of air is driven
across the flame of &
Bunsen burner, F,

With bottles that hold
74 pints each, a constant current of air of 0016 inch diameter
is produced, which lasts for 10 minutes. At the end of this
time it is only necessary to reverse the bottles in order to
put the blast sgain in operation. With a convenient fall of
85 inches, s reducing flame may be obtained 3-15 to 350
inches long, and an oxidizing flame 27 to 3 15 inches long.

If bottles with holes at the bottom are not at hand, ordi.
nary bottles can be employed, connected by tubes running to
the bottom, like siphons. In this case the sir must be sucked
out of the tube, C, before beginning to work. The flow of
water, as well as the current of air, may be regulsted by
pinch cocks with screws, or even by s common spring clothes
pin. The advantage of this blast is that all the materials are
at hand in every laboratory.

IMPROVED BARBERS' APPARATUS.

We illustrate herewith two recently patented inventions
for facilitating barbers’' work, the first of whichis an im-
proved combination of shears and comb. The device is the
invention of Mr. Samuel Nickerson, of Gallatin, Teon., and
consists of & comb secured to the side of one of the blades;
and a guard or shield is placed between the blade and comb,
serving to govern the length at which the hair is cut, and to
present the same properly to the blades.

Fig. 1 represents a perspective view of the shears, and
Fig. 2 a side view of the same A is an ordinary pair of

NICKERSON'S BARBERS' SHEARS,

shears, and B is a straight hair comb, arranged outside of
and parallel with one of the shear blades, and secured there-
to at the inner end by two screw studs, a; and Cis a guard

Fixd

MAXSON'S RAZOR STROP,

plate, extending from the back of the comb, over which itis
clasped, inward to the edge of the shear blade, as represented
in Fig. 3. The parts are arranged to hold the comb and the

blade parallel with euch other, while the screw studs are so
!arranged that by turning them, the distance between the
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blade and comb may be increased or diminished at will. The
M’thh‘ludpmlod over in the manner shown,
is simply slid endwise upon the comb, so that it may be rea-
dily removed when desired. In use, the hair Is caught upon
the _and the shears opersted in the ordinary manner,
the comb serving to present the hair in proper and even
shape 1o thoe blades, and also, when rested upon the head, to
governihe longth at which the huir s cut, rendering the
same uniform and smooth,

The second {1lustration shows an improved razor strop, the
fnvention of Mr. John Maxson, of Socott, N. Y. Fig. 11is a
front view of the strop, closed, the case being again shown
In section. Fig. 8 1s an edge view of the samo arranged ns
a convex hone, The objeos I8 to furnish & strop which may
be used ns a haul strop, & straight hone, a Hexible convex

, and a spring strop.

hozonprua:l 't‘lu stook of the strop, which is faced with
Jesther, To the forward end is attached the end of a looso
strop, B, of the ssme length and breadth ss the face of the
Lione, A, to tho free end of whioh Is attached a ring, O, to
hook upon n hook, D, attached to the forward wide of the
handle, and also to hook upon the hooks, ¢, formed upon
the lever, B, The lever, E, is pivoted to a stud or bracket,
F, attached to the handle, 50 as to leave room for the hooks,
¢, when the lever, E, is turned back against the handle, and
to allow the lever to turn 8o that the tension of the strap, B,
will lock it in place, the ring, C, being made large enough to
pass over the rear end of the lever, E, and over the bracket,
F, Fig. 8 When the strap is to be put into the case, G, the
sirap, B, is turned forward upon the face of the hone, A, and
the ring, C, is hooked upon the hook, D, which prevents the
[ace of the hone from being rubbed by the case, G. Thisis
also the adjustment when the strap is to be used as a haul
strop. By detaching the ring, C, from the hook, D, and
throwing the sirap, B, back, the instrument is a straight hone.
By swinging the lever, E, forward, passing it through the
ring, C, passing the said ring into the hooks, ¢', and drawing
the lover, E, back, the stock, A, is bent to form & flexible
convex hone, to enter the hollow of the blede and keep the
edge thin; and at the same time the strap, B, being brought
under tension, becomes & spring strop for setting the edge,

Gorrespondence.

A Second Channel tor the Erie Canal,
To the Editor of the Scientific American:

1 have a suggestion to make for increasing the capacity of
the Erie Canal; and although it involves a large ouulay, I be-
lieve the State would be justified in adopting it,at least for a
part of the distance, say from Buffalo to Rochester. I pro-
poss to separate the downward bound from the upward
bound bosts, thereby having a distinct and separate channel
for each; to effect thig, I would have the work commence st
the west end, at Buffxlo, and dig another canal, alongside of
the present one, from Buffalo to Rochester, Let the new
canal be of the same width as, and 3 feet deeper than, the
present one, and make it so that 1t will have a descent of 7
inches to the mile; this will establish & current of water of
sboat 3 miles per bour; and then a boat will go,where spead
is not a matter of imporiance, at about 3 miles per hour
without requiring any steam power, and without any swell
or washing of the banks.

This theory of & double chaunel canal will apply to other
canals, or parts of canals, where water is pleatiful and the
down grade sufficient; and the speed and size may be in-
creased or diminished 80 as to conform to the topography of
the country snd the requirements of commerce, the engineers
being guided by experience. Ihave suggested this size for
the Erie Canel, because one channel is already constructed ;
uod if the suthorities will dig the other of the same width
aod 8 feet deeper, it will,] think,be of the proper proportion.
It should, however, accommodate such & brig as those
which sail the Lakes; and the brig could draw 8 feet of
water in the down grade channel and 6 feet in the upward,
Some changes, however, would be necessary in the upward
channel ; the bridges would have to be removed, and draw-
bridges erected in their stead. As the different channels
would seldom be on a level with each other, it would be ne-
cessary to construct partition locks at all important towns
along the wey, 80 85 10 lock from ope channel to the other.

I think this improvement might be constructed from Buffalo
to Rochester for §35,000,000, and the State could sccom.
plish it in 5 years. Then, by saving the tolls for 20 years,
the State might construct a similar distance further east st a
similar cost, slways keeping the tolls at such figures that the
cansl would not become a burden in & financial way,

I claim for this theory that, in the eastward or downward
direction, it would double the speed of the boats and quadru-
ple the capacity of the present canal; anéd that it would be
much more convenlent for boatmen, for it would enable them
o transport freight for one Linlf the price which they now
do, and pay the same tolls, I have bused my estimates on a
knowledge of the topography of the country gained by 20
your's experlence ; and would be pleased to Lave the opinions
of some of the loeal engineers,

Bioux Rapids, Towa, W. T. Crozien,

A Chenp Ilolrlg-orulor Wanted,
T the Editor of the Boientific American:

As ice water is & nezessity, I suggest that some one of our
manufsctarers of paper pails should put into the market an
lce cooler, wade of paper with & jar of glazed pottery inside,
with sawdust between the two vessels. Such & utensi] would
be within the reach of all a5 to price. and paper belng u good
pon-conductor of Lieat, It would be far superior to the wets,
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of which most coolers are now made. I made one last sum
mer from & large paper box, in the manner above described.
In the next office to mine, with similar temperature, there
was & cooler made with an outside of tin, zine-lined, and
filled In with charcoal. Each morning a similar quantity of
foe was put into each. The result was that, st about 4 P, M,
every day, the fce in the metal and charcoal cooler hiad dis
uppoumd;lnd in the paper and sawdust one, there was lce
loft on the followlng morning.

If any manufacturer of paper palls avails himself of this
suggostion, I shall be paid for making it, and will have an
opportunity of replacing the homowade one I now have with
one more ornnmental,

Cottonwood Springs, Neb, . 1. Ronunrs,

A Solar PFhenomonon,
70 the Bditor of the Soientific American:

I inclose & diagram of & solar phenomenon which appeared
on January 81, st 10: 80 A, M. The day was warm and spring-
lke. At night the air turned cold, and a light snow fell,
The Ilnwersecting circles over the sun formed an Indian bow,

and showed the prismatic colors very brightly. The halos
extonding from the sun dogs were long and straight, their
outer ends being higher above the horizon, as represented in
the engraving. C. 0. HOWARD.
Waukon, Iowa.

Bored or Driven Wells,
Ib the Editor of the Scientific American:

Some time since I noticed in your journal the question:
*“ Are not bored wells & failure, on account of the small cis-
tera they have for holding watar?” The following area few
facts on the system ss used in California.

We have been in the business of well boring here for 18
years, and in that time have never seen a well properly
bored, which failed to give an inexhaustible supply of water.
We have on our place 8 well of 6 inches diameter and 35
feet depth, from which the largest hand fire engine in the
city, running at its utmost speed, had a plentiful supply. At
some ehops in this city, there are two wells of 13 inches di-
ameter and 75 feet depth, situated 6 feet apart, in which are
two six inches by 4 feet pumps, working almost constantly
at 24 strekes per minute, At a woolen mill there are two
more, of similar diameter and 85 feet depth, in which are
two pumps of the same size as the others. In the Sacra-
mento Valley alone, are thousands of wells of from 3 to 10
feet deep, from which water is being drawn for irrigation
and other purposes in slmost incredtble quantities.
Sacramento, Cal. R. A. Rose.

Boller Plate Shearing Machinpe.
To the BXiitor of the Scientific American :

In your issue of December 18, 1875, you gave us an en-
graving of = plate-shearing machine with revolving cutters,
made at Manchester, England. I now send you a sketch of
one I had made last summer at these works; and it is now
running daily, cutting straight or circular work, in iron up
to one quarter of an inch thick, and glving good satisfac-
tion. The main shafts are made of steel, and the lower one
has & set screw below the box to raise or lower the cutter for

difforent thicknesses of iron. The two small gear wheols are
made of wrought iron, and the other four of cast iron, We
run the cutters at about seven turns per minute.

JAMES Orcnanp.
Behenectady Locomotive Works, N, Y,

Denstructive Bollor Explosion,

1Y the Hditor of the Seientific American:

On Jsnuary 25, 1876, an upright boller exploded st Barnet,
Vi, It wasin the cellar of a shoo peg factory, and the con-
cussion shattered the building in a fearful manner, the boil-
or (8 feet long by 8} feet diametor, with seventy-five 1} inch
flues) going up through two stories and out through the end
of the building into the road, 90 foot in all. The power of

story out of its place and drive It, through s double board.

od floor, up against the rafters, breaking in its course a cast
Iron shaft 5 Inches diameter, nod also breaking four sticks of
timber 8x9 inches, and taking two floors clean out ; and much
other damags was done

At the time of the explosion there were 10 persons in the
bullding, 8 of them belng women, within twenty fest of
whera the boller went up; but, happily, no one was killed or

hurt, The boller was run, by a boy of no experlence, in a
blundering way. Bteam was made only for heating and dry

Ing.

The explosion was caused, I think, in this way: Around
tho foot of the boller there was n spnce of two inches be.
twoon the outalde plate and the firebox, which was two feet
high, The boller hnd not been blown off for two woeka or

more, and the water that supplied It came from s very mud.
dy brook, and must have filled the bottom full of fine dirt;

and this dirt, eaking on the fire sheets, caused the firobox to
got red hot and bulge out, and then the water nbove, coming
in contaot with the red hot iron, enused the explosion,

If anyone who Ling bollers or machinery desires the safety
of himself, his work people, and his property, he should in -
vest $5.20 in the Scrextiric AMeEnicas, and he would do
away with much blundering and many disasters,

Barnet, Vt. Gro. H, Kipxey,

[For the Solentifie American, )

A NEW MEDICAMENT.

Boldo is the name given in Chill to & small aromsatic tree
Indigenous to that country. It was first described by Molins,
in 1752, under the name of peumus boldus. Jassien, in his
** Naturel System of Botany,” places the boldo in the family
of the monimiacem, under the name of boldea fragrans. M.
Balllon,in the  Histoire des Plantes,” now in publicsation in
pumbers in Paris, restores Molins’s designation, pewmus
boldus, 'The sub-order to which the tree belongs consists of
only eight genera, chiefly natives of South America.

The boldo, always green, grows nlone and is not found in
forests. Itsleaves are in pairs, opposite and unfurnished
with stioula. In drying, the leaves become of a reddish
brown. The flowers are disposed in upright clusters (cymes),
the stem of one cluster being the end of the branch, the
others being axlllary, or springing from the junction of the
leaves. The flowers are of & yellowish tint on a white
ground, and are in marked contrast with the brilliant green
of the folisge. The bark of the tree, thin, and wrinkled
longitudinally, gives out a very pronounced sromatic per-
fume. The flowers are dicecious, that is to say, unisexed,
with the two sexes growing on different trees. The flower
has a calyx proper or perianth; and in the male flower the re-
ceptacle has numerous stamens, The female flower has
from three to five free carpels, each with one cavity, the
ovary containing a single ovule orseed germ. The fruitis
about the size of the berry of the hawthorn, with a very hard
stone,

An interest above its botanical history and classification
was given to the boldo in 1800. Specimens of the plant
were sent to France, attention having been called to its curs-
tive properties, as not unfrequently happens, by accident. A
flock of & sheep were tainted and dying with a disease of the
liver. The hedge about the enclosure in which they were
confined was one day prepared with fresh branches from the
boldo. The sheep devoured the leaves with avidity. The
repairs of the fence were kept up with the same material,
and the flock of sheep recovered and became sound. Onsuch
vague reports,no serious data could be founded as to the value
of the remedy, or the mode and circumstances under which
it can be applied, Careful and systematic experiments were
undertaken by MM. Dujardin, Beaumetz, and Claude Verne,
Other practitioners in the hospitals of Paris have pursued
like Inquiries,

Messrs. Beaumetz and Verne submitted to chemical ana.
lysis the specimens of the plant sent to them., Treated in
succession by ether, alcohol, and distilled water, the results
were: An essentinl oll, a bitter principle named boldina,
citric acid, lime, sugar, gum, tannin, and some thick and
dark aromatic matter, due probably to the oxidationjof the
essence.

In South America, this plant is often used in infusions,
the properties of whieh are (analogous to those of tea and
coffee) tonic and diaphoretic, and promote digestion. It
appears also to be a popular remedy in syphilis and diseases
of the liver. All parts of the tree are utilized. The green
leaves are used to flavor sauces; and dried and reduced to
powder, the leaves serve the purpose of snuff. The wood,
which burns slowly, makes a charcoal high in favor with
the smiths, and the bark is used for tanning skins, The
fruit is eaten, the stones of the berries are strung for neck-
Inces nnd bracelets, and from the kernels a fixed oll is ex-
tracted,

Many pharmaceutical preparations have been experimen-
tally tried by M, Verne, These are two extracts (one alco:
holic, the other aqueous), an essentinl ofl, a tincture (little
differing from that propared in Chill), a wine which possesses
in & high degree the aromstic properties of the plant, and a
sirup, which would seem to be, on sccount of its ngreeable
taste, easy of adwinistration, The essential oil has sostrong
sn odor and so sharp a tasto that it is found npecessary to
inclose it in pills or capsules. Each contains eleven centi-
grammes (a littlo more than two grains) of the oll. Prepa-
rations in the form of a tincture or elixir make a pleasant
chaoge for the invalid in his habitual disgust for medicines.
Experiments upon Gulnes pigs and dogs have been made in
the Inboratory of M. Vulplan; and the results have boon drow-
siness and s lowering of the temperature, without serlous

the explosion was so great as to throw a dryer In the second

effects upon the organism
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M. Beaumetz has prescribed preparations of the boldo as
» diffusible tonle In chlorosis, anemis, and debility of various
organs, and as & restorative to patlents convalescent from
typhold fever. The results obtalned have been vory warked.
In such cases, the appetite han been stimulated and the di.
gostlon Improved ; and In instances where quinine could not
be endured, the boldo has satisfactorily answered. But the
new remedy must be administered with caution, since, in
over doses, it provokes vomiting. While the experiments,
made so far, are not absolutely conclusive, the boldo may be
recelved s a bitter aromstic tonle and & remedy, which,
hitherto unknown to medicine, may clalm, If its results con-
tinue favorable, an honorable place in the pharmacopaia.

-
PRACTICAL MECHANISM,

LINING OUT CONNECTING RODS.

Connecting rods, so large in size as to be cumbrous to ban-
dle, are geverally made by forging the ends to which the
strap is attached by themselves, and afterwards welding
them to the body of therod: the advantage being that the
machine work done to the rod ends can, In that case, be done
in small machines and at s higher rate of cutting speed than
'would be possible if, the rod belng solid. its whole body had
0 be chucked in order to operate on the ends only. If any
finishing is required to the body of the rod, it is in such case
done after the rod ends are welded to it and made trus to the
already finished block end of the rod. If, however, the rod
is forged solid, the whole of the marking-off should be gaged
to suit the body of the rod. For instance: If the stem of the
rod Is round, the marking-off of the ends should be performed
from a center marked off true with the round stem and on
the end face of the rod. The first operation should in this
case be, after marking off the said center, to put the rod in
the lathe and face off the block end faces, thus giving us a
face, at each end of the rod, true with the stem of the rod,
and therefore useful not only to receive the marking off lines
but also as a face whereby to true the other faceson the block
or stub end. If theends are forged separately from the body
of the rod, it is better to face off one of the side faces, and
to mark off on that side face. To mark off a rod end that
is forged solid with the stem of the rod, we proceed as shown

in Fig. 210, A representing the center, true

ﬁ' 200, with the body of the rod; B B shows the diam-
j *  eter of the rod end struck with the compasses
from the center, A, and C C, the thickness of

~JF | therodstruck inlikemanner. If thereshould

not be safficient metal on the block end to per
mit the marking-off to be performed from the

center, A, when true with the body of the rod,
¢ 2 )| that center must be moved sufficiently to allow

the rod end to be cleaned up; this is, however,
to ba avolded if possible, for the following rea-
sons: If the body of the rod runs much out of
trae, the turning of it in the lathe will be a
slow process, because such rods are liable, from their length,
to spring In consequence of the pressure of the cut, Hence
it is not practicable to take heavy cuts along it; and if in
consequence of the body of the rod running much out of
true, it cannot be cleaned up at one cut, the tool will scrape,
during the first cut, against the scale, necessitating that the
cutt’ng speed of the tool be much less than it otherwise
need be,

After the segment of circles, B B and C C, in Fig. 210, are
struck, which may be done before setting the rod on the
marking-off table, the rod should be set on the marking-off
table with one of the broad faces downwards, and with the
seribing block needle point placed level with the mark, C, on
the upper face; and the rod should be tried along that face
to ngcertain if there is sutficient metal to clean it up all across,
The soribing block should then be carried to the other end
of the rod, and tried with the upper mark, C; and that be-
ing found correct, the scriber point should be set to the low-
er mark, C, at each end of the rod; and thus the two lines
ncrogs the rod end, representiog the thickness thereof, may
be drawn by the scribing block at each end of the rod, The
lines representing the breadth of the block end of the rod
may then be drawn by simply placing a square on the sur-
face table, wtth the edge of the aquare placed in ench case
level with the extreme dismeter of the segments of circles,
B B, Fig. 210, No other lines in this case will be required,
because the rod ends, having been turned in the Iathe, give
the machinist two true faces whereby to set the rod at each
chucking, If the rod ends are not welded to the rod, the

better plan is to have one of the broad surfaces on each rod
end surfaced up in & planing machine, and to then perform
the marking out on the surfaced faces, The marking out
should be made about true with the stem of the rod, as shown
In Fig, 211, The surfaced faco is to be set, by s square, ton
right angle to the marking-off table face; and the center ling,
A A, of the stem is found from the body of the stem, and
carried from end to end of the forging as a guide to set the
work by, the lines, B B or C C, being too short to serve the
purpose. These latter lines are struck equidistant from A A,
The line, D, should be struck with s square resting on the
wmarking table, and suy surplus metal should bo tuken off
the end face rather than out of the corner where the butt
joins the stem; because it 1s oasler to take the metal off the
end than out of the shoulder, The round corners need not
be marked, it being preferable to make n gnge to shapo them
to. The edges thus marked boing sbhaped off, the thickness
of the butt end may be marked off by a seribing block, the
planed surface of the butt end lylng flat on the marking ta-
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ble. The strap should firet have one face surfaced, and
then a center face should be placed between the jaws, being
made just sufficiently tight to be held, and not so tightly as
to senaibly spring the Jaws open ; otherwine, while the thick
ness of the jaws would be marked off correctly, the width
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between them and thelr outside diameter would be too small
when finished. The strap should then beplaced on the warkiog
table, and marked as shown in Fig. 212, the lives, A A, B B,
and C C, belog marked off to the required widths apart and
equidistant from the center line, marked ncoross the center
plece and across the crown of the strap, at D E.  The center
of the center plece having been obtained from the inside of
the jaws, and carried across, at D E, after the strap Is set
upon the table with the inside faces of the jaws parallel with
the face of the table, the width between the lines, A A,
should be marked less than is the width of the block end
on which they fit, for the following ressons: A connecting
rod strap will, by reason of its shape, spring open be-
tween ita jaws very easily indeed ; and were the width be
tween the jaws made the same as that of the block end of the
rod, the strap would fit very loosely to its place. It is
therefore necessary to make allowance for this in the width
between the jaws of the strap, making them narrower than
the block end of the rod. The amount of this allowance
depends upon the size and stoutness of the strap, an ordina-
ry proportion being about one sixteenth of an inch to a strap
five inches wide between the jaws. This amount of allow-
ance will enable the strap to spriog over the rod end, snd be
a good fit, that is to say, not so tight but that it can be easi-
1y pulled off by the hand, and not so loose as to fall off of its
own weight if unsupported. Then, sgain, any ordinary
amount of metal removed in fitting the strap to the rod end
will not seriously affect their fit together. Now it is obvious
that, if the rod end faces on which the jaws of the strap fit
are made parallel to each other, the strap, in being sprung
on, woald spring open so that its jaws would only touch the
block at its entrance end, the end of the jaws standing open
from the block end, To obviate this, the block end faces, B
B, In Fig. 211, are made slightly taper, that is to say, about
one thirty second of an inch or rather less in a length of six
inches, the diameter of the end being the smaller. It is not
necessary 1w mark so small an amount of taperin the mark-
ing, it being sufficient to run the center punch dots a little
inside the line at the end of the block on each side. The
lines, A A, in Fig, 212, representing the inside jaw faces,
should also be a little taper, first to allow of fitting the strap
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to the block end, and next to make the fitting of the brasses
into the strap an easier operation. Itis obvious that, if the
inside jaw faces of the strap are parallel with each other, so
goon &y the brass Is reduced to the size of the top of the
strap, it will alide clear down to its bed; whereas, if those
faces are madeo a little wider apart at the open end than at
the crown end, the brasses, after entering at the open end,
will have wetal sufllcient to be taken off them before being
let down to the crown to permit of their being fitted nicely
to the strap. For these reasons, the faces of the strap, A A,
in Fig. 212, are made wider apart, in the proportion of nearly
one sixteenth of an inch of taper to a strap haviog a jaw
twelve inches long, Theline, D, in Fig. 212, representing the
amount of metal to be cut out of the crown of the strap,
should only need that sufficlent metal come off to allow that
faco to Just true up: beosuse it is sn awkward face to operate
on, and it Iy much ensier to take any surplus metal off the
outside crown of the strap, as represented by the line, E, in
Fig. 212. The lines, F F and G G, are marked at the requi-
gite distance from the crown, D, of the strap, with & square
resting on the fuce of the marking table, Thervund corners
and curves are marked off with the compasses, using the
blocks of wood shown in our lesson on marking-off & double
oye, previously given. The finishing, however, of such
corners, both In the machine und in the vise, is usually done
to & small shoot Iron gage, Such corners can, it is trus, be
cut on a slotting machine table to & correct curve without the
useof & gage; and there are many shaping machines with
special attachments for the same purpose. Slotting machine

‘\,_.__,_.ﬁ._.. *_./

work 1s, however, comparatively a very slow process; and
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in most cases it is found, in the end, more expeditious to
shape out small corners with the cross and the up-snd-down
feed of the machine than to bother with such sttachments.
——
Useful Recipes for the Shop, the Househeld,
and the Farm.

To clean Britaonia metal, use finely powdered whiting, 2
tablespoonfuls of sweet oll and s little yellow sosp. Mix
with spirits of wine to & cream. Hub on with s sponge,
wipe off with a soft cloth, and polish with & chamols skin,

The best way to clean the inside of old iron pots sod pans
is to 11 them with water in which & few cunces of washiog
sodn s dissolved, and set them on the fire, Lot the water
boll until the Inside of the pot looks clean.

To remove freshly spilt ink from carpets, firat take up
as wuch as possible of the Ink with s teaspoon. Then pour
cold sweet milk upon the spot and take up as before, pour-
ingon milk until at last it becomen only alightly tinged with
black. Then wash with cold water, and absorb with a cloth
without too much rubbing.

Scorchies made by overbeated lat irons can be removed
from linen, by spreading over the cloth a paste made of the
julce pressed from two onlons, } oz. white soap, 2 oxs, ful-
ler's earth, avd § pint vinegar. Mix, boll wel!, aud cool be-
fore using.

Brown and black are the only fast colors in book-binding
cloth. Red, green, and blue are the pext nearest to fast
colors. In calf binding, yellow or tan is the only color that
will not fade. It wears best. Blue calf wears and rubs
white. Purple and wine colors fade very quickly If exposed
to light. Claret is greatly superior to the last pamed, and
i# nearly fast.

The following recipe for whitewash Is recommended by
the Treasury Department to all lighthouse keopers, It an.
swers for wood, brick, or stope. Slake about § bushel un.
slaked lime with bolling water, keeping it covered during
the process. Strain it, and add a peck of sxlt, dissclved in
warm water, 3 1bs, of ground rice put in bolling water and
bolled to a thin paste, } Ib. powdered Spanish whitiog, and 1
1b, clear glue, dissolved In warm water; mix these well to-
gether, and let the mixture stand for several days. Keep
the wash thus prepared in a kettle or portable furnace, and
when used put it on as hot as possible, with eitber painters’
or whitewash brushes.

The best time for felling timber is when the tree contains
the least sap, and that is the case in midsummer and mid-
winter. In general, all soft woods, such as elm, lime, pop-
lar, and willow, should be felled during winter. Oak, alder,
beech, nod pine are better cut in summer.

A Useful Invention for Weavers,

Chambers’ Journal bas a brief account of Barker's patent
gelf-acting punching machine for repeating Jacquard cards.
In the ordinary machine, a skilled workman must be em-
ployed during three weeks or & month to fit it up and get it
in working order. The new machine, which can be packed
in a small box, is always ready for working, and will pre-
pare from 12,000 to 20,000 of the perforated cards in a day
while the old process will not produce moze than 1, 200.
Another advantsge consists in the rapidity with which
changes of fashion may be followed. A manufacturer will
bring out new designs for each season; and if any of them
meet with success, he will frequently be able to take large
orders, if he can execute them with dispatch. Aided by the
new machine, he can get cards for a large number of looms
in & day or two, instead o1 being weeks over them as in the
old system, and can thus start his looms gquickly and send
his goods into market in time for the season.

American Quicksliver.
Mr. J. B. Randol, general manager, gives the production
of the New Almaden mine for the year 1875, in flasks of
764 1bs. each, as follows:

Months, Flasks, Illonlhl. Flskg
SRR s s s st n v xnar e 'Jul,r .......................... 120
7TV e G e e Rl)lAu‘nst ....................... LI
N RS TN e A AT 1,083 September.. .. ..ol 120
SN | SR A e TS lOctobe.r ............ 1,250
IR e e e S YRR s R 1,006 November 1,700
OO = (eansanyeana s hb shoAn 1 0.:0 DOOEIDER. . s Vs vasansavunits « 1,500

O e cen hvact it uesdNsv s ShvaRA Vama s CE T drs Ay Rea? WS uete 18,648

The total producv. of the mine for 1874 was 0,084 flasks,
making the increase this year 4,564 flasks, or nearly 50 per
cent,

Eating Ratws,

An English contemporary suggests that the health of sal.
lors and the comfort of life on board ship wouald be promoted
if the practice were introduced of eating the rats which
swarm in most ships, There is really no reason why
rats ghonld not be eaten as well as rabbits and squirrels,
They are clean feeders, and extremely partioular ss to keep-
ing their bodies fres from dirt, Rats which have existed in
the hold of a grain-carrying ship might be a toothsome deli-
cacy.

A Huge Clock.
The ocelebrated clock st Westminster (London, Eogland),
has 400 square fest of dial surface. The minute hands
uro 11 feet long. Although the hands are all counterpoised,
tho entire welght of hands, counterpolses, tubes, and wheels
which bas to be moved at avery beat of the pendulum is not
less than 14 tuns, The golng weight is 14 owt., and the
clear fall is 170 feet. It takes five hours to wind this clock
up by hand. Huge as the great machine is, it shows an

orrorof less than 1 second on 83 per cent days in the year,

T T ———
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~ [MPROVED LEATHER-DRESSING MAOHINE,
~ fhe sonexed engraving represents a novel machine, de®
d to dress loather by the pressure of moving rollers:
Fither of these rollers may be adjusted or thrown into or out
of action at will, independently of the other, and each has
an independent depressing device, by which more or less
foroe can be applied.
The apparatus consists of a main frame, lu the top of
which there is mounted a spring bar, A, which is supported
only atits ends and at its middle. To the under side of this

tanlk will allow of the rising of the latter and the operation
of the lever in the opposite direction to let on the wator, so
that the boiler will thus be fed uniformly.

At the top of the tank is situated a valve lever, which is to
bo fastened under a hook when the valve Is closed. Should

the feed pump cense, from any cause whatever, to do its
duty, the tank will rise, and n tripping rod, I, suitably ad.
justed in the U frame, will trip the hook and so relense the
valve lever, which, by the action of a spring, will fly up and
%0 open a valve leading to a whistle. The Iatter then sounds
until the pump again resumes its proper nction.

Dbar are hinged the upper ends of two hanging rods, B, on
the lower extremity of ench of which is attached a roller.
These rollers work over the face
of curved stationary beds, as
shown, and their rods are actu.
ated by connections from two
ecoentrics or equivalent devices,
driven by a transverse shaft.
In the top of the frame are two
sliding pins, which are pressed
down upon the spring bar, A,
by the short arms of the elbow
levers, C. Cords from the long
arms of these levers lead down
to foot levers, one of which is
shown st D. When the ma-
chine is in operation the two
yollers are carried to and fro
above the beds, being suspend-
ed clear of the same in order to
permit the introduction and ad-
justment of the leather. The
attendants, after placing the
latter, bring down the rollers,
with more or less force, by
pressing the treadles with their
feot.

The two rollers always move
in opposite directions, so that
the strain and reaction caused
by the change of direction or
movement of one is overcome
by the other. They may be
very easily governed, and their

pressure regulsted without in-
terfering with the continuous action of the machine.

Patented Janusry 4, 1876. For further informstion, ad-
dress the inventor, Mr. W. H. Rosensteel, Johnstown, Cam-
bria county, Pa.

WATEE REGULATOR AND INDICATOR FOR STEAM

BOILERS.

Wae illustrate herewith a new automatic apparatus for reg-
ulating the supply of feed water to a boiler so as to maintain
# constant level therein, and which also is arranged to sound
an alarm whistle in case of the supply falling short. The
essential feature of the device consists in a tank communi-
eating with the boiler, and in which the water stands at the
same level as in the latter, This tank, with its contents, is
balanced by an upward acting spring; and therefore, when
said contents are increased or
diminished, the fact is indicated
by the falling or rising of the
tank, plainly shown upon a suit-
able index. The movement of
the tank governs the valve
which admits water to the boil.
er.

In the ‘annexed engraving, A
is "the tank, which travels in
curved guides in the U shaped
frame. It is supported by the
strong spiral spriog shown, the
tension of which may be regu-
Iated by the hand wheel, B. C
is n pipe communieating with
the stesm space, and passing
over an elbow on the stand, D,
Eleads from the water space,
and is similarly connected with
the stand. Both of these pipes,
by this arrangement, readily
turn on the elbows as the tank
rises and falls, They are con.
tinued, 25 shown, from the
stand, D, respectively to the up.
per and lower portions of the
tank. Consequently, the water
In the tank will always stand at
the same level as that in the
boller, ¥ is the feed water pipe
lsading into the Istter, and hav.
ing a valve, to which isattached
A laver, G, which Is secured to
this lower part of the tank. A
polnter s fastened to the U
frame &nd rests near s gradu-
sted sesle on the wide of the

wrench, G, snd so shut off some of the water, When the
supply in the boller falls short the diminished weight in the

Patented through the Scientific American Patent Agency,

ROSENSTEEL'S LEATHER-DRESSING EMACHINE.

November 9, 1875. For further information, address the
inventor, Mr. Dexter Cook, Elmira, Fulton county, Ohio.

Spontancous Generation an Impossibility.

Professor Tyndall has lately read before the Royal Society
& very important paper “ On the Optical Deportment of the
Atmosphere, with reference to the Phenomena of Putrefac-
tion and Infection”—a lengthy title, says the English Me-
chanie, but one which does not adequately convey an idea of
the subjects treated. It has been known for some time that
air might be rendered free from floating particles by passing
it through fire, acids, or cotton wool; and the Professor
showed, not very long sgo, that air thus purified will not
transmit light, and a glass chamber filled with it remains
dark, when placed in & beam of concentrated light, simply

COOK'S WATER REGULATOR AND INDICATOR FOR STEAM BOILERS.

tank, #0 that, when the latter risos or falls, the distance It
bas moved may be readily observed. The zero of this seale
corresponds o the proper water level (dotted line) in the
boller.

When the water rises above the water line, the Incressed
weight will cause the tank to fall and operate the lever

boonuse there is notbing to reflect or scatter, or in other
words to render visible, the light, Bince then Professor
Tyndall has discovered that alr enclosed in & glass chamber
and loft undisturbed for three or four days deposits all the
floating particles and beconies optioally clear and dark to the
beam of light. In this paper, Dr, Tyndall has apparently
put the finisbing stroke to the hypothesis of spontanecus
gonaration, for he shows that solutions cor fined in chambers

of optically pure alr remain unaltered for monthy, whlio
portions of the same or of simllar solutions, when oXposed
to the atmosphere, swarm with bacterin ina few days, From
his experiments, Professor Tyndall concludes that Spontang.
ous generation is an lmpossibility, and thst putrefaction and
infeotion would be unknown in an optically pure AMmosphere
Wa defer comment on these Important conclusions untj] th;
full text of Professor Tyndall's lecture, with the ressrq of
his experiments, renches us,

Rhoumnatism Reclpes,
The Journal of Health has recently patiently collested all
the recipes for rheumatism float.
ing through the papers, ang
spreads them before its resdery
in the following: “Rochel],
salts, Guaiacum. Ral with
chloroform liniment, Sleep with
your head toward the nort};, Nux
vomica. Weara chest protector
Nitrate of potash. Nitrate of so.
dium. Fowler's solution of a.
senic. Bleep with a big dog, ang
give it to bim. Kill a big dog,
and, after taking out his intes.
tines, put your feet where they
came from. Magnetism, Gal.
vanism. Bromide of ammonium_
Todide of smmonium. Mustard
plasters. Spanish fly plasters,
Bromide of potassium, Iodide of
potassium. Lemon juice. Sege
tea. Wear sulphur in your shoss.
Hard rubbing. Oleate of meren.
ry. Common soda. Capsicum.
‘ Radway's Ready Rellef.' Wesr
silk. Wear flannel. Wearbuck.
skin, Gin and hemlock. Rey.
nolds’ specific. Make a necklses
of the knots produced by the
sting of an insect on * Golden Rod,
and wear it next the skin. Cit
rate of lithia. Exercise and keep
it off. Keep as quiet as possible-
Colchicum. Morphine. Water
cures.” Angel'stheumatic gum. Pray fervently. Soft soap
bandaged with flannel. Do not eat meat. Do pot eat eggs
or potatoes. Eatanything you please. Opium. Donot smoks
at all. Smoke all you like. Take camphor. Drink nothing
but beer. Do not drink anything but whisky. Do not drink
anything at all. Do not leave the house. Take & ride ont
whenever you can. Carry a plecs of alum in your pocket.
Take Turkish baths, The Turkish bath is one of the worst
things for rheumatism. De Soto spring water, Acetate of
potash. Burdock seed. Bathe in hot water with pearlash
in it. Bathe in cold water frequently. Do not bathe at all
until you are nearly well. Catnip tea. Wrap fresh lamb's
ontrails around your neck, Drink brandy. Brandy is very
bad for rheumatism. Sleep next to flannel. Go to Arkansas
Hot Springs, Go to Doolittle Springs—to Saratoga, to Flo.
rida, to Bermuda, to the Sand-
wich Islands, to Californis, to
the South of France, to Mexico,
to the Azores, to South America.
Wear a horse chestnut in your
loft hand breeches pocket. Wear
A potato in the other. Take ‘ Con:
stitution Water," Take carbolic
acid. Wrap joints with cotton,
and cover with ofled silk. Glen
Flora water, Got out on the
prairies. High land is best for
rheumatism. Balm of life, Msg-
netic salve. Rub with kerosene.
Mustang liniment. Read Job.
Put on hot poultices, Apply hop
mashes. Do not swear. Put
mustard plasters over the heart.
Driok Friedrichshall bitler wa.
ter. Seidlitz powders. Take 8
quart of alcohol with a dosen
lomons in it. Take spirits of
turpentine. Rub with spirits of
turpentine.  Slippery elm poul:
tice. Electric oil.”

s
A New Xnsecticlde.

At u recent meeting of the
Royal Horticultural Soclety at
tention was ealled to a new io-
necticide, which consists of cam-
phor dissolved in methylated
upirits to saturation, and mized
with soft soap to the consistencé
of cream, When diluted so '
be fit for use with & syrin
bhas been found an
substitate for fumigstion b
oase of mealy bug, seale, red spider, ete. ¢

) 4

A VERY common reagon for the fallure of muck, when use
% 0 absorbant or in compost heaps, 1s that it has alres
taken up all the water it can bold. It should A
boroughly dried before forming into compost be
bulldiog the besp, plsce muck axd wspure in-
#nd ure about twice as much muck sx manvre,
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A CAUOASIAN WILD GERANIUM,

_There are many geraniums, st prosent confined almost ex-
clusively to botanic gardens, which, says 7% Garden, might
e advantageously grown as ornamental plants in ordinary

- garden establishments; and among thess, one of the most
effective is that of which the sccompanying engraving ls an

fllustration. It is a beautiful Caucasian variety, named g.
; It grows wild In the Talish mountains, and

is closely related to g. sylvatioum, from which, however, it

‘only requires a superficial examination to distinguish it. It

Scientific dmevican,
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watering pot or other vessel, thoroughly mixed, and the
whole poured Into one hole. Repest this for every hole
made, the ares covered by the whole number of excavations
of course belng that under run by the roots of the vine.
Then return the earth about the base of the vine and pour on
plenty of fresh water, so that the poison will be forced deep
down to all the roots. Tho aunexed illustration, which we

oxtract from La Nature, and which is copied from photo-
graphs, will give an {den of the effect of treatment with sul-
pho-carbonate of potnssium. The two feet of vines shown

is of a stronger growth than that kind, and ity flow-
ers, which in color resemble those of g. pratense, at-
tain, as will be seen by the engraving, which repre-
sents them in their natural size, much larger dimen.
sions, This charming geranium is more especially
valuable, both in large and small gardens, Inasmuch
as it is easily increased, both by division of the stem
and by means of seed. In addition to this it is ex.
tremely hardy, and thrives in almost every kind of
soll, It is, as will be seen, covered with soft, spread.
ing hairs. The stem is erect and angular; the stip.
ules broad ; the leavesheart shaped and denticulated,
and having from five to seven oboyal obtuse lobes;
the peduncles, which carry from two to three flow.
ers, are covered with glandulous hairs, as also is the
calyx, which hasawn:like sepals. The petals, which
attain double the length of the sepals, are two or
three lobed; the stamens and carpels are slightly
nairy, and the seeds glossy., The flowers, which are
pendent previous to opening, remain erect during the
time they are in bloom, a period lasting from May
until July. Among sll kinds of geraniums, g. platy-
petalum is one of the best for growing in clumps, in
which it produces, when in full bloom, a striking
-offect, its flowers being large snd produced in great
abundance. It is a remarkably fie variety, and
should always be cultivated where it is possible.
— =
Washing Flannels and Linens.

To whiten flannel, made yellow by age, dissolve
14 Ibs. of white soap in 50 Ibs., soft water, and also
§ oz. spirits of ammonis. Immerse the flannel, stir
well around for a short time, and wash in pure wa-
tor. When black or navy blue linens are washed,
soap should not be used. Take instead two pota-
toes grated into tepid soft water (after having them
washed and peeled), into which a teaspoonful of am.
monia bas been put. Wash the linens with this, and
rinse them in cold blue water. They will need no
starch, and should be dried and iroved on the wrong
side. An infusion of hay will keep the natural color
m buff linens, and an infusion of bran will do the
same for brown linens and prints.

THE EXTERMINATION OF THE PHYLLOXERA BY
ALEALINE SULPHO-CARBONATES,

The sulpho-carbonates discovered by M. Dumas to be a
specific against the ravages of the phylloxera, the parasitic
insect which at one time bid fair to desolate a1l the vineyards
of France, are formed by the combination of & mono-sulphide
with the sulphide of carbon. In order to prepare them, the
mono sulphide is dissolved in water or alcohol. To this
solution the sulphide is added, and the whole is agi-
tated, generating the sulpho-carbonates. Previous
to their general application to vines, these substances
were merely laboratory products, but recently in
France they have been made industrially in large
quantities and at low cost.

The alkaline sulpho-carbonstes (potassium and
sodium) are in the state of a dry salt, deliquescent
and of & fine reddish yellow color; but it is often dif.
ficult to obtain them in that condition. More fre.
quently they are to be had in a liquid state of solu-
tion, more or less concentrated, and marking from
88" to 40° B. The sulpho-carbonate of barium, on
the contrary, is obtainable solid, and in the state of
s yellow powder, sparingly soluble in water.

The useful application of the alkaline sulpho-car-
bonates to the cure of attacked vines requires, 1st,
that all the infested surface may be treated ; 2d, that
the toxic acton msy be carried sufficiently deep in
order to reach all the phylloxeras. These two con.
ditions combine for the complete destruction of the
parasite. It is necessary, moreover, that the remedy
should aect in the most economical manner. The
best means of obtaining a perfect diffusion of the
polson in the soil consists In the use of water ay a ve.
hicle, The quantity of water employed may depend
upon the degree of humidity of the earth and upon
oxpected raing; but the use of some water is necos
sary. From experiments conducted at Cogoae, in

France, and many times repeated throughout that
country, It appears that, to apply the sulpho-carbon.
ate solution, squere excavations should be made in
the soll, about § inches deep and 80 inches wide. As
all the infested locality must be treated, these hales
ghould be made sufficiently near together that the
enrth partitions between them shall become sonled
after the liguid is poured in. The bottom of the ex.
cavation, it Is hardly necessary to state, should be hori-
zontal, 5o as to afford the best opportunity for the solution to
infiltrate uniformly into the earth; and this should be borne
in mind when the natural level is inclined. The holes should
be brought up close to the base of the vine treated, The
sbove done, about 2§ ounces of the sulpho-carbonate, at 40°
B.,Is mingled with any quantity of water, in the ordinary

formed part of a single attacked group, in which the pars-
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GERANIUM PLATYPETALUM.

site had existed for three years, and they had reached about
the last stage of the disease. In March, 1875, one half of
the selected group was treated with the chemical, the other
loft to its fate, In the treated portion, it should be noted
that, out of 260 vines, 60 were already dead. Up to July the
vegetation of the vines, without growing any weaker, had
not improved ; and it was not until the beginning of August
that the leaves began to grow green and the shoots to elon.
gate, Meanwhile, the vines not treated were daily perish-
ing. In October, two average vines, one from each portion,

predicted that by next year it will have regained its former
vigor.,

The water necessary as & vehicle for the poison, in order
to conduct it into the soil, is really & dissdvantoge; and be-
aldes, the most suitsble senson for the application of the
snlpho-carbonates I8 during the rainiest period, when the
earth is already soaked with water. Then, however, the
quantity of water actuslly added as a solvent may be reduced
to its minimum,

In order that the remedy may produce its best effect, there
should be no delsy in using it. Apply as soon as the dis-

ease becomes apparent. In the majority of cases,
however, judging, as many will, from the harvest,
few will have any fears of the malady during the
. first year of its existence; for it In now known that
the plant, slthough strongly attacked, will still go
on bearing; but during the second yesr, the disease
will show its effects and require prompt treatment.
Even then, however, If thers be no further delay, the
vines will not materially feel the ravages of the in
sect,

It is well to remember, in taking Into consideration
the cost of the chemical—and that, at present, Is &
rather indefinite matter—that the sulpho.carbonate
of potassium is an excellent manure, and that it is
quite probable that the excess of crop gained will
Iargely repay the expense of treatment. It is rea-
gonably certain that, in the sulpho.carbonates, the long

- sought remedy against the terrible vine disease has
been discovered; but, on the other hand, with the
exception of the facts above detailed, little is known
or understood regarding its practical use, so that in
that respect s promising field lies open for future
iuvestigators.

— -

Radiant Heat as a Motor for Automata.

Among the many suggestions which have been ad-
vancad relative to the way iv which automata may be
caused to work without the aid of a confederate of
the exhibitor hidden in the spparatus itself, some
ideas offered by Professor Proctor, in an essay in his
recently published “* Science Byways,"” deserve credit
for superior ingenuity.

He argues that, while it is possible that chess may
be played by a machine, it is utterly impossible that
cards can be, and hence an automaton like Psycho,
supposing no person to be inside, is merely a curious
deception. We have only to discover the trick which
infallibly exists, and all is clear., One very plaus.
ible and novel way of performing the juggle, Profes-
sor Proctor finds in the invisible heat rays radiated
from a concealed hot body. A metal globe filled with
boiling water will retain sufficient heat to answer all the
purposes of an exhibition of ordinary duration. This globe
may be placed as near as possible to the automaton, of course
out of sight of the spectators, and so arranged with reference
to a concave mirror that its radiated heat rays are brought
to n focus on the figure, A screen of blackened quartz,
which would not obstruct the passage of the rays, might be
used to hide the globe, or a lens of the same mazerial might
be employed to converge the rays, in lieu of the mirror. By
a simple mechanical arrangement, a confederate located any-

were selected and reproduced, as stated, by photography, for

EFFECT OF SULPHO-CARBONATES ON VINES,

the purpose of the present illustration. The vineon the left
hns very short branches, and its radicular system is almost
destroyed ; it may be considered, in fact, as dead, That on
the right, which was in similar condition to the other before
treatment, is evidently considerably improved, new shoots
appearing and new roots being thrown ouat, so that it may be

where in sight of the exhibitor could so govern the mirror or
lens that the focal pointof the rays could be directed on
any desired spot on a given surface of the automaton.
The latter has before it thirteen cards, and its perform-
ance consists in lifting one of these cards at its proper
turn during the game, This purely mechsanical opera-
tion is not at all difficult to execute, since the move-
ments are few and simple—involving only the turning
of the body until the arm is in position to descend and
seize the proper card. If thirteen buttons existed on
the machine, by touching any one of which the appara-
tus would take a different position and then opearate, the
intervening devices (clockwork being the motar) conld
easily be imagined. The trick would be then to touch
the button without detection, even under the closest seru-
tiny ; and this is the operation which Professor Proctor
proposes that the focussed heat rays shall perform. For
buttons substitute thirteen thermo electric batteries, any
one of which will generate & current of electricity when
heated oeven to & very small degree, and direct the heat
rays on oach at will. Then the one which the rays
strike will, by its current, change a stop or otherwise
affect the general mechanism, to make the figure take
up the card to which that particalar battery corresponds.
Information Is conveyed to the confederate, by any pre-
arranged system of sigoals, from the exhibitor, who
watches the game; and thus the sutomaton might be
worked in a way to which even an examination of its

(pterior would fall to give a certain clue.
— -

HManging Investigations,

Professor Haughton, of Dablin, has recently described
some investigations undertaken by him with & view of
discovering which was the most certain mode of death,
the long drop or short drop in hanging. The results
aro that the most comfortable method of hangiog is to
bo sure of & rope of sufficient elasticity, to place the
koot under the chin with a running noose, and to drop
about 10 feet,

Tuw Modical Times snys that the test employed for selecting
the men for the British Arctic Expedition consisted in making
each candidate stand with his bare feet on a cube of ice.
Those who endured the longest were chosen.
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Eax In England, kettles made of aluminum bronze are em

The Uses of Aluminum,

When we consider the excellent qualities possessed by
this metal, 1ts color, its brightness, Its nnchangeableness in air
ﬂﬁ. -“'m" shuretted hydrogen, that It is not injurious to the
health and can be worked into any shape, it seems remarka-
ble that it has found so little use, and that the great hopes,
which greeted its proparation acconding to Deville's process,
are so far from being fulfilled. The price of aluminum
would be considerably less If it were made in large quanti
tles, as it depends on the price of sodium, the manufacture
of which could also be conducted more cheaply if there were
a cortain and large demand for it. But there isat present no
such Inquiry for it. The advantages of vessels made of
aluminum are not so evident and conspicuous s to be able
easily to overcome old habits, At the London Exhibition of
1802, numerous articles of aluminum were exhibited ; the
Paris Exhibition of 1868 and the Vienna Exposition of 1873
showed that the interest in this ““ silver from clay " had died
out,

Aluminum made by Deville’s process was used at first for
ornaments and other articles de luze; on account of its light.
ness the tubes of opera and spy glasses were made of it. In
physical apparatus and all fine ivstruments where welght is
an objection, aluminum replaces other metals with advantage.
Saber sheaths and dagger handles have been made of it, The
eagles on the flag staffs of the French army are about 44 Ibs.
lighter since they have been made of aluminum, As themet-
al can be drawn out to the finest wire, it has been used for
embroldery, lace, fringe, and other decorations, They have
some advantages over the same articles when made of stlver,
being lighter, and they do not tarnish.

Nevertholess, the use of aluminum has, as we have said,
grestly diminished. Aluminum jewellery is scarcely seen at
the present day, Opticians still use it for spy glasses and
the like. Recently it has been much employed for surgical
{nstruments. In the atélier of C. Schmidt, in Berlin, a con-
siderable quantity is consumed in the manufacture of
splints,

Although there is no mistaking the fact that the high ex.
pectations, with which the appearance of aluminum filled the
public mind, have not been fulfilled, yet the aluminum in-
dustry has a safe guarantes of its existence in the use of the
metal for aluminum alloys, which are capsble of the most
extensive use on account of their excellent qualities,

Aluminum will alloy directly with most metals, generally
with strong heat, which may increase up to the glowing
point. Small quantities of other metals affect the properties
of aluminum, while, contrawise, small quantities of alumi
num change the properties of other metals.

The alloy of aluminum with copper, aluminum bronzs, is
of the greatest importance in the arts, According to Tissier,
as little as 1 per cent of aluminum, added to pure copper, con-
siderably increases its ductility, makes it more fusible, and
givesit the property of completely filling the mold, making a
dense casting, free from air bubbles. At the same time the
copper becomes more capable of resisting chemical reagents,
Increases in hardness without losing malleability, and unites
in itself the most valusble qualities of bronze and brass. The
color of the alloy is almost 2 copper red.

A copper slloy with 2 per cent of aluminum is used in the
studlo of Christofle, in Paris, for works of art. It works
well under the chisel and graver.

The true aluminum bropzes, nsmely alloys of 90 to 95 per
cent copper with 10 to 5 per cent aluminum were frst made
(says R. Wagner) by John Percy, in 1855, They became
generally known through the researches of Deville.

For the preparation of this alloy, perfectly pure copper
must be employed. If to a quantity of melted copper there
be added one ninth its weight of aluminum, the two metsals
unite energetically, with the evolution of o much heat that
the cracible, if it be not exceedingly refractory, softens and
sinks together, The bronze obiained is at first very brittle
but by frequent resmelting increases in strength and ductil;.
ty; the right degree is determined by hammering out a piece
sfter each fusion. As a rule, two or three refusions suffice.
Probsbly the amount of aluminum sinks somewhat belov;
the original 10 per cent. Aluminum bronze with 5 or 10 per
cent sluminum possesses s color very like that of gold. The
slloy with 10 per cent has the color of green gold, an alloy
of gold snd silver. Thealloys polish besatifally, make perfect
castings, and possess great strength according to Anderson’s
experiments, an average of 75,018} 1bs. per square inch.
They are also very flexible, and, at temperatures from a dark
red heat to near the melting point, perfectly malleable. The
castings are perfectly sharp, and can be worked more. easily
than gteel. This bronze engraves nicely, is easily rolled into
sheets, and offers greater resistance to the air than other
bronze, brass, silver, cast iron, and stee],

These excellent qualities give it a namber of uses, In the
constraction of physical, geodic,and astronomical instraments
it is far preferable to sll other metals, In Jewelry and ar-
ticles of art and luxury, it Is employed in large qnantillw-
Mzny kinds of house utensils are made of it and it is nlm;
sdapted 1o journal and sxle boxes. Gun lnd' pistol barrel
s well as rifled cannon, have been made of it, and have do:t;
excellent servies, At present the high price of aluminum
bronze slone prevents ity general use for arms. Morin (who
has probably gone out of the business now) f!;rnlnlmd these
bronzes at the followling rates: 10 per cent aluminum, $6 ;l()
:Jn:::";;i ')‘)e:oc;:: nl)lumlnum, $5.50 per 1b,; b per cent

These prices are four or flve tim
<cles where the price of the raw u::t::I:’ln Il:srzlfnl“l'uluI nw‘nr:i:
quence as compared to the valus of the work, as In phynical
agtru?ol::ilnd the like, the sluminum bronze is slwnys to

preferred,

ployed for msaking preserves and lces from acld fruits,
Morin & Co. mavufacture weavers' shuttles of bronze,
which, of course, do not oxidize so readily as sweel. Cam.
brien recommends this alloy for typs casting, Typemade of
it can be used 50 times as long as those from lead and anti.
mony. Hulot employs it for the bed of perforating machines
for perforating postage stamps. Lange, in (lasshiitte, Sax-
ony, makes watch mainsprings of an alloy of G parts alumi-
pum and 00 parts copper, or of 100 parts aluminum and 6
parts silver. The advantages possessed by such springs over
steel springs are that they do not rust, are not maguotic,
nor so brittle, but are very hard and elastic.

Aluminum slloys not only with copper but with most
other metals, It does not unite with lead or with iron, R,
Wagner therefore suggests the possibility of aluminum
belng employed for desilvering argentiferous lead.

An alloy of 100 parts aluminum and § parts silver can be
worked like pure aluminum, but is harder and takes a fine
polish. An alloy of 6 parts aluminum and 100 parts silver
is almost a8 hard as coin silyer, and has the ndvantage of con.
taining no metal that is polsonous, or that alters the color of
the silver. Such an alloy has been recommended for coin
age, but in vain.

Small coins of pure aluminum, which can be stamped vice.
ly, would be proof against mistake and deception on account
of their lightness. Aside from the fact that the price of
aluminum would vary with its increased product, another
chief objection to its introduction into coinage is that the
people cannot separate the idea of weight from the iden of n
valnable metal.

Aluminum alloyed with 4 per cent of silver is used by
Sartorius, of Géttingen, for making the beam of analytical
balances, for which its lightness and unchangeableness es.
pecially fit it.

An alloy of 99 parts by weight of gold and 1 part of alumi-
num is very hard, but still ductile; its color resembles that of
green gold; 90 parts of gold and 10 parts of silver make a
white and brittle alloy.

The best alloy of aluminum and tin contains 7 per cent of
the latter; it works easily, polishes nicely, but on attempt-
ing to cast it & portion of the tin separates from the alumi-
num.,

An alloy with 3 per cent zinc is, according to Débray, hard-
er than pure aluminum, but very ductile and brilliant.

A thousandth part of bismuth makes aluminum as brittle
a8 glass, says Tissier.

According to the same authority, aluminum will unite with
mercury only when moistened with caustic alkali. The
amalgam is very brittle; the aluminum in it oxidizes easily
in the air, decomposes in water, and in general acts like the
metals of the alkaline earths. Jehn and Hinze have found
that aluminum, when rubbed with leather impregnated with
mercury, oxidizes to alumins.®* Perhaps an aluminum an-
algam was first produced.

With iron, alaminum produces an extraordinarily hard al-
loy. A compound of 245 parts aluminum with 755 parts
iron is silver white, and does not rust in the air. On treating
with dilute sulphuric acid, the iron dissolves and leaves the
aluminum behind. A slight addition of 8 parts to 1,000 parts
of steel imparts to it all the properties of the best Bombay
wootz. Rammelsberg has, however, never found any alum-
inum in the samples of so.called aluminum steel analysed by
him.—Dr. Bizdermann.

SCIENTIFIC AND PRACTICAL INFORMATION,

THE SECRET OF EDUCATING FLEAS.

The editor of Za Nature has been investigating fleas, with
& view of discovering where, in those aggravating insects,
resides the capability of being educated. His conclusion is
radical ; he says they cannot be educated, and that all the
tricks so ingeniously exhibited by self-styled trainers are
merely caused by the natural efforts of the insect to escape.
Apy one can mske them draw minute wagons or go through
similar performances, if care be taken to secure them to
their work so that they cannot jump. It seems to us, how-
ever, that it must require considerable skill and ingenuity
to hold the lively creatures while the securing operation is
in progress.

ROYAL ROAST BREF,

The traditions) baron of beef,which sinee time immemorial
has graced the sideboard of the king or queen of Eagland
on Christmas day, weighed this year 800 pounds. An Eng-
lish contemporary states that it was cut from a prize bullock
bred from the choicest stock on the Royal Farm, Rounds of
beef weighing 80 1bs. each, and spiced, were forwarded
by the Queen, slso in accordance with old custom, to the
courts of (termany, Austris,and Belgium. The Queen’s stock
farm is said to be & model establishment. It appears cor-
tainly to be a productive one, judging from the fact that the
Christmas sale of fat cattle netted Her Majesty the neat sum
of $15,085,

THE ARTIFICIAL DUTTER INDUSTRY,

The perennial French artificial butter hins turned up again,
this time under the name of bewrrine. It has recently Loen
patented in France,and consists of boof suet mixed with from
15 10 20 per cent oil (kind not stated) and from 6 to 10 per
per cent milk. This reminds us that at progent there is an
open fisld for artificial butter in thin country, the so cnlled
oleomargarin having gone out of existence. The material
met with & fierce opposition from the butterand cheeso trade
and from dairymen generally, on the alleged ground that it

*Professo oenry W o ; a >
PIODOFLY . r Henry Wurtz, of Hoboken, had previously discovered this
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was used as an adulterant and not as & bona fide production.
There isno doubt but that it met with very little popular
favor, and probably this, together with misfortunes in busi.
ness maongement,threw the concern eventually into finanels)
trouble, Several well known scientific gentlemen of thig
city were interested as stockholders, and upon them soms
of the pecuniary losses fall.
‘O
Curiositios at Contral Park,

A reporter of the Eeening Post has been the round of the
American Maseum buildings, including the ZoGlogical Gay.
dens, located In Central Park in this city, We extract the
following Interesting observations from his report:

The Museum nod Zodlogical department of live animaly,
and the Park in which they are located, are among the most
nttractive places in which strangers visiting New York can
spend & bhalf day, The new bullding of the American Mus.
oum will soon be finished. Contributions of fossils and other
curlosities are constantly belng made by our citizens and
travelers. A very beautiful series of polished cale spars from
Eogland, and & large number of ores, were given by Mrs,
Riley, of New York, who has also sent, for the archmological
department, & number of rare implements of ancient and
modern date, The Museum received a very valuable Christ.
muns present from its president, Robert L. Stuart, namely, the
library of Mr, Carson Brevoort, which cost some $15,000 and
includes n large number of works on ichthyology.

A BIBLICAL DEPARTMENT.

An interesting department has been established, in which
are cértain of the animals that are spoken of in the Bible—
a department for Bible animals, This was begun by the re-
ception from Beyrout, in Syria, of a collection comprisig
foxes, wolves, some reptiles, and birds, all from the Bible
neighborhood of Syria. The specimens were preserved and
stuffed by students of the Protestant College in Syria, which
is under the charge of the Rey. Stuart Dodge.

ANCIENT IMPLEMENTS,

The American consul at Shanghai has very kindly sent for
the department of archwology a collection of implements
which represent the customs of ancient times. His object is
to secure specimens of typical implements that have not be-
come modernized. Chins and Japan, like every country
opened to civilization, show many signs of innovation.

Lately he has sent a collection of the implements used in
games. Dominoes in many shapes sre among them, as are
also playing cards, somewhat resembling those used at the
present day.

THE CAT FAMILY.

Mr. D. G. Elliot, a naturalist of this city, who has long
lived in Eunrope, engaged in publishing his Iarge and valus.
ble monographs on birds and mammals, has at various times
given to the Museum valuable specimens. Being a gentle-
man of leisure and competence, he has devoted himself to
the interests of this institution, and has secured meany ob-
jects of great value which were offered for sale in the large
cities of Europe. One of his latest gifts is a series of speci-
mens of the cat family. Seven specimens of cats, represent-
ed by stuffed and mounted skins, that are included in the
abovementioned work, have been given to the American
Museum, and now are numbered among the elegant speci-
meps in the case assigned to the cat family. One of the
largest tigers ever captured is in this collection, mounted in
the manner of those in the British Museum in London.

OTHER RECENT GIFTS.

A most valuable gift by Mr. Elliott is the collection of
Madagascar monkeys or lemurs, mounted in the best style of
taxidermy. Another exceedingly rare and valuable acquisi-
tion from the same source is the manatee, and a skeleton of
another. The above are all mounted in the manner sdopted
at the British Museum.

Mr, Elliott has also given several thousand specimens of
skins of North American birds, a collection made especially
for the use of students in ornithology. These specimens are
stuffed but not mounted ; they are neatly laid out and placed
in drawers to be placed in the ornithological rooms of the
now Museum bullding. One room is arranged for a chemical
Inboratory, and another for work requiring lapidaries’ tools,
etc. Rooms are assigned for the various departments of con-
chology, geology, ete.

Dr. Rudolph Witthaus, of this city, has given recently &
valunble cabinet, consisting of several thousands of species
of beetles, in addition to his gift of foreign coleoptera
which the Museum has already in its possession,

Mr. William Heins, of New Jersey, a prominent business
man of New York city, has found time in his leisure mom-
ents to accumulate a very large collection of foreign and do-
mestic butterflies of some thousand species. These will find
pllllce in the Museum as soon as the new cases nre ready for
them.

The fact that the new building of the American Museum
is absolutely fireproof, both as an Isolated structure and as
one entirely built of stone snd metal, gives confidence to
thoss who desire to place objects there, Specimens are ad-
mirably exhibited also, which is another inducement, every-
thing having & place worthy of 1w value.

THE ZOULOGICAY, GARDIENS,
The wild animals of the zodlogioal collection in Central

Park seem to thrive very woll, though the accommodations
wre not of the best. Much interest has been felt in the sue-

cess of the exporiment of trusting the important dutles of

nursing the fufant king of beasts to s dog. One of the llon-

csses of the Park collection gave birth to two healthy kit-
tens, and from some unexplained caused falled to glve them

requisite nourishmont, A fine large muastlf was at hand







